NOTES FROM THE NSW ACDS BRANCH GENERAL MEETING HELD AT BUNDANOON ON MAY 23, 2009  ( Full AGM Minutes are included in the Whip Around)

Clubs represented were:  Southern Highlands, Canberra, Ellmore, Hills, Bungendore, Camden, Reedy Creek, Murrumbidgee, Hunter, Riverina.

53 attendees.

Panel Reports                                                 

CDE

* Six well conducted CDEs at four different venues over the last 12 months. Burden of running events is falling on the shoulders of a small number of individuals and clubs. More clubs are encouraged to share in this task in the future.

* New FEI Driving Rules were introduced overseas in January 2009. State & Federal CDE panels will have the task of aligning the ACDS variations with this new version and considering the merit of any changes.

* Peter McIntyre has decided to step down from the CDE panel this year. He has served on the CDE panel since its inception in the early 1990s. 

His experience and counsel has been invaluable, and his commitment to both the society and the sport over many years has been extraordinary.

Show Driving

* State Show Driving Championships at Leeton 

were very successful – many thanks to Murrumbidgee Club and to the competitors and officials

* Show Judges and Drivers School at Rossmore well attended and appreciated. Seven current judges were upgraded to the general (light and heavy) list. 

* Two new judges (including one to be ratified at this meeting) following exam done in November.

* Knee rug raffle raised $300. Thanks to Linda Ongley and Christine Lodge for their donated rugs.

* Show judges continued to receive the six monthly circulars with information on shows and schools and guidelines on best practice judging.

* Show societies were sent the judges list and are making use of it.   

PEH

* The Fifield Enduro, Henry Lawson Pilgrimage Drive and Marrar Endurance Drive are/have been feature events for the long distance drivers

* Pleasure drives have included the fun weekends at Temora and an interclub challenge near Cowra.. Orienteering is about to commence in Belanglo Forest.

* Distance Logbook has been taken up well by endurance horse drivers, but not by endurance pony drivers or pleasure drivers. Suggested that organizers of drives send in participants’ names and distances covered so that this information may be obtained. Medals are there to be won.

* NSW TPR Guidelines and Test – adoption nationally still to be considered by Federal Council. Guidelines and Test have been used successfully in Qld as well as NSW.  

Dressage

* Many thanks to the Murrumbidgee and Canberra Clubs for running two very successful Driven Dressage Championships

* Two more novice judges were appointed this year and have been undertaking judging appointments. 

* Members are encouraged to consider becoming judges. Those interested in doing so should contact the panel chairperson.

* Clubs are invited to hold Graded Dressage days. Help and guidance is available from the Dressage Panel.

* A very successful dressage workshop was held at Bundanoon – many thanks to the organizers and participants.

Webmaster’s Report

* The daily average no. of ‘hits’ on the NSW ACDS website is 589, growing from 344 in 2007/8 and 168 in 2006/7

* Reminder that there is a Classifieds section for free use by members. It is a good place to advertise horses, vehicles, harness and accessories for sale or wanted. 

* More photos would be appreciated. The photo gallery is the most popular section of the site. Contact Amanda Kettlestring on Amanda@yseda.com or phone 0412541185

Other Business

* Motion carried that the elected NSW Delegate to Federal Council has the authority to act on behalf of the members and to make decisions bearing in mind the beneficial interest of NSW members.

* Motion carried that the Federal ACDS fee for One Activity membership be set at $10.

* Ratification of Official:: Motion carried that Gay Bostock be ratified as a general show driving judge.

* Peter McIntyre to be awarded a Life Membership of the NSW Branch of the ACDS and his name put forward to Federal Council for Life Membership.

* 2009 CDE Championships: a sub committee to be formed to run these Championships at the Engelsmans’ property ‘Hinemoa’ Grenfell on October 31/Nov 1. 

* Dressage Driver of the Year Award to be created

* PEH panel to put in a proposal for a grant of $400 as per other panels.

* PEH distance awards to be presented at August Branch meeting.

* Murrumbidgee Club to be given $200 Additional Event grant for Come and Try Day on June 14.

* ACDS/EA relations: The Federal Council sub committee is currently in discussion with EA officials and has made some promising headway with the issue. Before any formal agreement document is put to the EA, members at club level will have the opportunity to provide input in an open and transparent process and eventually vote on the matter.

Next Meeting   Branch Meeting August 22 to be held at Murrumbateman TBC
NSW ACDS AWARDS FOR 2008

PEH Driver

Rosemary Laing (Hunter Club)

Rosemary is a very keen pleasure driver who thoroughly enjoys taking her grey pony Tinker on every sort of pleasure drive whether it be a day’s outing at club level, on a competitive level for a week at Fifield, a dressed up Concours event or on the long and more leisurely Henry Lawson Pilgrimage Drive. However, her involvement in the ACDS does not stop there. As secretary of her club she has played a major part in the organisation of its activities over the year including the very successful Concours d’Elegance in the Vineyards at Pokolbin, and the Come and Try Day at Tocal. Rosemary is a great supporter of her own club’s activities and she always promotes safe driving practices. 

Other nominees: Carol Fitzpatrick (Camden), Chris Hills (Gulgong), Bill Greer (Liverpool Range), Neil and Rosemary Munn (Gulgong), Neil Murray (Hills), John Moyes (Reedy Creek)

Show Driver

Trevor Brand (Murrumbidgee Club)

Trevor has served the NSW ACDS Show Driving community very well over the last twelve months. 

As well as competing with success at a number of shows in southern NSW, including the NSW Show Driving Championships, he played a major role in the organization and promotion of the NSW Show Driving Championships at Leeton in 2008, and has had a number of harness show judging appointments including Bathurst Royal. He happily assisted in the tutoring of a trainee judge whilst judging at Bathurst. Trevor has been on the NSW Show Judges list for a number of years. He is also a member of the Show Driving Panel. His positive outlook and helpful manner has encouraged many people to become carriage drivers and enjoy the sport. 

Other nominee: Barbara Smith (Hunter)

Driver with a Disability

Linda Ongley (Hills Club)

Linda’s major accomplishment in 2008 was driving at the NSW Show Driving Championships at Leeton, driving a borrowed pony and vehicle, thanks to Bruce and Liz Hammond. She drove in open classes and won the Pleasure Turnout class and came second in the Lady Driver class. Linda is a Hills Club committee member and social activities co organizer. She attends most club social activities and always assists with catering. Linda is also on the State Show Driving Panel and greatly boosted panel funds with her donation of a crocheted rug for raffling. She is always willing to help in ACDS activities where possible.    

Junior Driver

Ben Rosetta (Riverina Club)

Ben has competed with success at most CDEs in southern NSW and northern Victoria in the past year, driving his Open Pony Ashley. He also competed at the Munro Cup at Braidwood and the NSW Show Driving Championships at Leeton. He attended the dressage school at Bundanoon, gaining worthwhile knowledge to improve his driving. He also enjoys club activities including working bees and pleasure drives. He is an accredited CDE Course Designer and TPR Steward. Ben is a willing worker and a valuable member of the ACDS.

CDE Driver

Kookie Engelsman (Southern Highlands Club)

Kookie has been a valuable and active member of the ACDS for many years. She is a consistent supporter of events as a competitor, something that all event organizers really appreciate. In 2008 Kookie mostly competed with a single pony in the Open CDE classes and achieved very creditable results. On the organizational side, Kookie and her family ran a very successful driving weekend at their property Hinemoa. On a wider scale, Kookie holds the position of National ACDS Grading Officer. She is known for her positive and encouraging attitude to all, especially new members.  

Other nominee: Keri Izzard (Southern Highlands )

Services to Carriage Driving
Elizabeth and Bruce Hammond (Murrumbidgee Club)

Elizabeth and Bruce have been involved in carriage driving for more than 30 years. In that time they have been (and still are) regular competitors and participants but have also played major roles in the organization of events, some of which have been the Gidleigh Driving Weekends, the 1988 Bicentennial Mailrun and its Reunion in 2008, Driver Schools and CDEs. They also are valuable club members, both initiating and supporting many activities at club level.. 

Elizabeth was the NSW Branch secretary for a number of years and is qualified as a novice Dressage Judge and TPR Steward, whilst Bruce is a member of the CDE Panel and has accreditation as a TPR steward, novice TD, Cones Judge and Course Designer. 

The Hammonds are renowned for the assistance they willingly give to other members and new members  - always with a very friendly and encouraging attitude and always instilling safe driving practices. They are both great ambassadors for carriage driving and the ACDS.  

Other nominees: Zita Farrell (Ellmore), Lorraine Wharton (Bungendore), Eddie Dobbin (Hills), Mal Welsh (Riverina), John Moyes (Reedy Creek), Phil and Karen McHugh (Canberra), Carol Fitzpatrick (Camden)

CDE Leaderboard Trophy

Trevor Brand (Murrumbidgee Club)

CDE LEADERBOARD and Points May 23 2009

1. Trevor Brand                  41

2. Kookie Engelsman         36.75

3. Chuckie Engelsman       32.25

4. Terry Kelly                     31.50

NSW BRANCH PANELS FOR 2009/10

Show Driving: Janet Muspratt, Linda Ongley, Trevor Brand, Ken Thomas, John White

PEH: Sharon Beattie, Neil Munn, Robert Allport, Amanda Kettlestring

Dressage: Sheryl Leibowitz, Yvonne Wood, Anne Robertson, Dot Willcoxson, Sue Plath

CDE: Bruce Hammond, Tim Dwyer, Doug Willcoxson, Charles Skelton, Gail Lodge

