

The start of the season saw members of the Murrumbidgee Club travel to Barellan Show for the harness classes.  Trevor drove his Welsh Cob Mare, Yarrandale Rikki, with Belinda driving her Section A Welsh Mare, Yarrandale Rose Petal.  Bruce H drove his pony Jada, Luke drove his Welsh Cob Gelding, Yarrandale Feldspar, who was put in harness that day for the first time in thirteen months and Cassie brought along the gorgeous Buddy to compete.   Our own Alex Morris judged the classes on the day.  Belinda took out the Champion Harness Horse or Pony for the day with her lovely grey pony.  Liz and I set up a very tight cones course, which  Cassie was able to get around in the quickest time with no penalties.  

By Chris Burns



It was a busy day at Murrami working on the horse yards on Sunday 28th September.  Saturday saw Ian and Luke busy cutting and welding the rails to finish off the existing yards, ready for the gates to be hung.  This was a long process.  Ian and Luke had hoped to bend the poles, but as they were high tensile, they would not bend nicely.  Holes were dug by able-bodied helpers, with Ian on the welder and the rest lending a hand to set the rails straight. 

The gates are still to be made, but the yards are “almost” there.  Another day in the shed for Ian and Luke; cutting, grinding and welding to make them, then we should be close to the end.  

Maybe a wash bay next!!

By Chris Burns



Our Promo Day at the Leeton Market Plaza was to advertise the upcoming NSW State Show Driving Champs at the Leeton Show the following weekend, as well as to promote our club and sport in general.

Friday arvo was set-up day for the shop at the Plaza, which saw Bruce, Liz, Luke and I armed with harness, cones, vehicles, pictures, magazines, ribbons, trophies etc, but we forgot the kitchen sink.   We had two vehicles on display for the week with Bruce and Liz’s 4 wheel vehicle made by David Royle of Wagga and our 4 wheel vehicle made by Coyaltix Carriages from Poland.  

Even during the set-up we had heaps of spectators and comments.  Liz had suggested a colouring competition to be run in conjunction with the Champs, so I did up a flyer for the kids to colour in and Liz took on the job of coordinating the schools to distribute and return the works of art for judging.  Even though this was done at short notice, we had over 100 entries, with Bruce organising the ladies at the YAHS to judge the 5 classes.  

I opened the shop at 7:30am on Saturday, and arranged the display boards so that people could walk through the shop to look at the display.  Two of the Leeton Showgirl entrants, Caitlyn Bartram and Haidee Washington turned up to help promote the show and assisted by handing out pamphlets on the show and our carriage club to passers by.

We had a table set-up with old Carriage Driving magazines and the 2004 Calendar free to the public, our clubs new handout with club history and contacts, and in the background the colouring display along with photos of club members from past events, pleasure drives and working bees from a few years ago to the mail run back in 1988.  We also had the laptop on display showing the Lowther Horse Driving Trials 2007 and the World Single Horse Carriage Driving Championships 2007 held in Rome.  This was a drawcard for spectators shopping in the mall.  

It was a great success and one that would be easy to organise when our next major event comes along.  Thanks to our helpers, Bruce, Liz, Luke, Linda, Robyn, Caitlyn and Haidee and for Allan Ongley for the cleanup the following Friday.

By Chris Burns



What a lovely day for the Leeton Show and the NSW State Show Driving Champs.  Classes started at 9:30 am with the Turnout classes, of which David Royle driving Corelli took out the Champion Turnout.   

Unfortunately there were no Hackney’s at the Champs, so onto the Non-Hackney classes.  Luke drove his Welsh Cob Yarrandale Feldspar to take out the Champion Non-Hackney Horse or Pony and went on to win the Supreme Champion Harness Horse or Pony for the day, also taking home the President’s Cup.  Kim Hillyer driving Energiser was the Champion Driver at the show with Linda Ongley driving Jada to take first place in the Pleasure Turnout class.  The Concours d’Elegance Trophy was judged by local horse enthusiasts Bruce and Margaret Lang, who presented the trophy to David Royle.  The final event on the day which got underway at 5pm, was the Cones Driving, which most people entered.  Jim Hiller won this with Energiser with Trevor driving Ben Rosetta’s mare Ashley to take a close second.  Ben took third place, followed by Phil Rosetta driving his Shetland for fourth place.  

The day was a great success, with Linda and Allan Ongley and Jan Muspratt travelling to Leeton from Sydney for the event.  Bruce and Liz worked their pony Jada in preparation for Linda to drive at the event.  

Our own Linda Newman took Shadow out of the paddock to drive in her lovely Viceroy at the show.  Michael Jones drove his BIG Clydie Tom, with Alan Bowyer driving a nice Palomino on the day.  Cassie drove the lovely Buddy, both of them looking especially lovely.  

Belinda drove Yarrandale Rose Petal in the Trade Turnout Class as a flower vendor and they both looked lovely in bright spring colours.  Trevor did his part for the team with the watering can.  Trevor also drove his high stepping mare Yarrandale Rikki, with her gleaming coat, she looked the part, with the spectators admiring the combination.

By Chris Burns


Bianca married Michael Brazier on Saturday 25th October with Bianca’s pony Ben playing an integral part of the Wedding, with the help of fellow MCDC members Liz, Bruce and Chris.  Ben was groomed for the big day by two young ladies, Rachael & Meg from the Yanco Agricultural High School.  Rachael has been riding Ben at the school to have him fit for the occasion, and Ben returns to the school for further pampering from Rachael & Meg.  Bruce was decked out in top hat and tails with the footladies in black and gold. 

Bianca and Michael spent their honeymoon at Fraser Island.

By Chris Burns



The 2008 CDE NSW state championships were held at Bundanoon Pony Club grounds in the beautiful Southern Highlands. The new home of the Southern Highlands club looked a picture when participants arrived on the Friday. Green grass, coloured flags, cones and dressage arena decorated as a championship should be and sponsor signs. A new club house, some yards and power for camping.

The obstacles were of a high standard and allowed plenty of options to be driven. Hot weather unfortunately gave way to torrential overnight rain and all three days were driven in wet conditions.

By the time our pony team got to drive the dressage the arena was very boggy and most of the green grass has disappeared under the mud. All entrants struggled and not many low scores resulted. The best was Kerri Izzard driving Maestro with 45.9.

The marathon was in 5 stages across private property and along quite country lanes.  It was very tough on the horses and ponies and many came into the obstacles looking tied. Our ponies came in well and had plenty of energy left for the obstacles. Kim Leibowitz was the best through the obstacles with 63.26 penalties. Heavy fog descended during the marathon (at 2.30 in the afternoon). 

The cones are driven on the third day and as per the other two competitions the pony team gets to go out last. There were very few double clear rounds so it was pleasing that the team was able tom do it to finish off a very good competition.

Unfortunately we had no competition in the team class but enjoyed the high standard of the championships.

By Trevor Brand











































































































































































































































