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            Rachael Bryce in the dressage at the Queensland CDE Championships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ‘WHIP AROUND’  February 22 2014 

 

 

                        Next NSW ACDS Branch Meeting February 22 2014 at Queanbeyan 

                                         Registration from 9.30 am. Meeting to start at 10 am 

Usual charge for morning tea and lunch payable on the day 

Please notify the Acting Secretary Chuckie Radnedge of intention to attend by February 17 2014 

(0413 953 414 or carriagedrivingnsw@live.com.au) 
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                      NSW ACDS CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2014 
DATE                        EVENT DETAILS        CONTACT 

Jan   

18-19 Come and Try Days and Gen. Meeting at Gulgong Gulgong Club Carol Hills 02 6374 1818 

19 Show Judges & Drivers School at Tenambit  NSW Show Panel and 

Hunter Club   

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

25-26 Tri Series Level 4 CDE Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Debbie Davis 02 4443 5139 

Feb   

1 Evening BBQ at Marayong  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

9 Pleasure Drive at Oakville  Hills Club  Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

9 Demonstration Cones at Crookwell Show – Southern Highlands / 

Goulburn / Reedy Creek Clubs 

Robert Allport 02 4832 1860 

21-23 Canberra Royal Show  

22 NSW Branch Meeting at Queanbeyan Chuckie Radnedge 0413953 414 

Mar   

1-2  Graded Dressage & Munro Cup at Witwood Bungendore Club Dot Willcoxson 02 4842 7164 

8-10 Victorian CDE Championships at Koonoomoo   

9 Sporting Day at Rossmore    Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

23 Water Obstacle Practice at Murrami Murrumbidgee Club Robyn Schmetzer 02 69552331 

29-30 Joe Hawkins Cup Level 3 CDE at Marrar Riverina Club Sue Fraser 02 6920 2330 

Apr   

5-6 National Trust Heritage Festival Pleasure Drive & Novelty Events 

at Ariah Park  Temora Club 

Sharon Beattie 02 66973 1924 

10-23 SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW  

12-13 Dressage Qualifier & Bryce Maw Cup Dressage Day at Murrami  

Murrumbidgee Club 

Robyn Schmetzer 02 69552331 

19-21 Australian CDE Championships in WA  

19-20 Graded Dressage & Obstathon at Grenfell Ellmore Club Kookie Engelsman 02 63433292 

19-26 Fifield Enduro at Fifield Central West Club Gaye Lees 02 6864 5129 

27 Pleasure Drive at Oakville  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

May   

3-4 Tri Series Level 3 CDE at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Debbie Davis 02 4443 5139 

10-11 Australian Driven Dressage Championships at Koonoomoo  

24-Ju8 Henry Lawson Pilgrimage Drive Gulgong Club Chris Hills 6374 1818 

25 Activity Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

June   

1 Graded Dressage Day venue tbc Tamworth Club  Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726  

15 One Hour CDE at Moonbi Tamworth Club Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726 

21-22 Heavy Horse Day at Murrami Murrumbidgee Club Robyn Schmetzer 0269552331 

22 Winter Gymkhana at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

28 NSW Branch AGM and General Meeting at Tamworth Chuckie Radnedge 0413953 414 

30-Ju6 Endurance Drive at Marrar Reedy Creek Club John Moyes 02 4837 3023 

July   

4-6 ACDS Federal Conference and AGM at Geelong Sue Waters 03 5983 6629 

11-12 Small Farms Field Days at Mudgee Chris Hills 6374 1818 

13 Pleasure Drive venue tbc  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

19-20 Come and Try Days at Gulgong Gulgong Club Carol Hills 6374 1818 

27 AGM & Anniversary Lunch at RDA Box Hill  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085  

Aug   

3 Interclub Challenge Day at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Debbie Davis 02 4443 5139 

3 One Hour CDE at Attunga Tamworth Club Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726 

8-9 St Heliers Heavy Horse Field Days at Muswellbrook (TBC) Chris Hills 6374 1818 

10 Course Building & Activity Day at Rossmore Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

30 NSW Branch Meeting   

Sept   

6-7 Tri Series Level 3 CDE at Bundanoon  Southern Highlands Club Debbie Davis 02 4443 5139 

14 Dressage Cones & Mini Marathon Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

20-21 NSW Driven Dressage Champs at Witwood Bungendore Club Dot Willcoxson 02 4842 7164 

20-27 Liverpool Range Club Charity Drive Liverpool Range Club Peter Honeyman 02 6767 1555 



Oct   

18-19 Level 3 CDE at Grenfell Ellmore Club Kookie Engelsman 02 63433292 

Nov   

1-2 NSW CDE Championships at Witwood Bungendore Club Dot Willcoxson 02 4842 7164 

29 NSW Branch Meeting   

 

 

 

  

 

CLUB NEWS 
RIVERINA CARRIAGE DRIVING SOCIETY 

Two Club members Janice Reynolds driving 

Welsh pony Griffin and Sue Fraser with her 

Andalusian mare Banda ventured up to the 

Liverpool Range Charity Drive in September. Both 

had a fantastic time and commend the Liverpool 

Range Club on its organization of the drive. Many 

thanks from both and they will be back next year.  

A club rally has been held on the home grounds at 

Marrar where David Royle worked his up and 

coming pony Chippy. Debbie Dunn drove her 

pony Cherry Bomb and other club members drove 

and assisted the new ponies. A couple of members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

have horses at Mark Peel’s place being trained for 

harness, whilst Mark is home for Christmas from 

England. The horses are all showing the promise 

of making fine harness horses. 

Janice and Sue attended the Painting School held 

at Temora in November and found it an excellent 

day. Bob Harper is very knowledgeable, answered 

all the questions put to him and gave very good 

instruction on all carriage painting, from raw wood 

to the finished product. 

The Riverina Club’s Joe Hawkins Cup CDE will 

be on again at Marrar in 2014, on March 29-30. 

 

REEDY CREEK EQUESTRIAN CLUB 

John Moyes: Reedy Creek Club conducted two 

events in November. The first was a weekend 

pleasure drive at Wingello State Forest around the 

service roads. Warren Ricketts, Kay Rose, Jan 

Murray and Tony Ingersole and Lyn Childe all 

from the Hills Club, joined our members Ray and 

Carol Roach and son Tom, Bob Pierce who 

brought his young Clydesdale Monty, Kath Cole  

 

 

 

 

 
Janice Reynolds and Griffin on the Liverpool Range 

Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick) 

and me. We drove for the two days and intend to 

use this location again. 

The second event was a Graded Dressage Day. We 

were pleased to have competitors Gail Bain from 

the Canberra Club and Jane Knight from Southern 

Highlands, as well as our own club members Kath 

Cole, Cath and Peter Felber, Lloyd Warren our 

junior driver, Ray and Carol Roach, John Moyes 

and Bob Pierce, who had Monty driving around to 

get used to the atmosphere of an event. Kylie 

Parramore penciled for judge Warren Ricketts and 

a near neighbour Cheryl Parkinson penciled for the 

other judge Sue Plath. I think everyone enjoyed the 

day. Our next event is the Christmas Obstathon on 

December 7 at Laggan.   

  NSW PANEL CONVENORS 2013-2014 

 

P & E     Robert Allport 02 4832 1860 

 

Show Driving   Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

                          jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au 

 

Dressage          Dot Willcoxson 02 4842 7164 

                         witwood2@bigpond.com 

 

CDE                 Rob Robertson 02 6862 2876 

                          robanne1@optusnet.com.au 

                           

Historical         Dennis Casper 02 9450 2748 

                          dc520742@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

  Tracey Ellis at the NSW Dressage Championships  

mailto:jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au
mailto:witwood2@bigpond.com
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ELLMORE HARNESS CLUB 

Kookie Engelsman: Ellmore is one of the smaller 

clubs in NSW with only about 16 members. Of 

these only three are really interested in competitive 

driving and this is in CDEs. For a club this size I 

feel very proud of the results this year.  

At the National CDE Championships at Witwood 

at Easter Chuckie Radnedge won the Tandem 

Horse class, Tim Dwyer was fourth in a very hotly 

contested Open Horse class and Kookie 

Engelsman came second to the very in-form 

Bronwyn McAdam with her lovely pony Whiskey. 

The NSW CDE Championships hosted by the 

Tamworth Club at Moonbi was the next big 

challenge. The same three stoic members headed 

off in a northerly direction this time. Tim again 

contested the Open Horse class, driving Gail 

Lodge’s beautiful Tullamore Rossini, Chuckie had 

her striking chestnut tandem of pure hackneys and 

Kookie drove the beautiful little black power pack 

Hackney pony gelding Ashwood Black Magic. 

Chuckie and fellow tandem driver Judy Harris 

from the Canberra Club continued their really hot 

but friendly battle. Both are very competitive so it 

makes for a great competition. As the CDE was a 

three day competition, with the Cones on the third 

day, the suspense went down to the wire.  

On the first day Tim and Chuckie won their 

Dressage, whilst Kookie once more up against 

Bronwyn McAdam, was second again.  Marathon 

day was cool much to everyone’s relief. Tim went 

fast and clear, winning the day. Chuckie followed 

suit, with just three points between Judy and her. 

Kookie however got the big E in MO2, due to not 

going through gate D. Them’s the breaks as they 

say. Maybe old age and senility have arrived after 

all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tim Dwyer driving Rossi at the NSW Dressage 

Championships at Jugiong 

The Cones competition was another story 

altogether. Tim had a huge lead over Bill Wicks 

but must have let his guard down a little, knocking 

five cones. However he retained his lead and won 

the class. Kookie did one of only three double 

clears, the other two being Tracey Ellis and 

Bronwyn McAdam. In the Tandem class Judy 

knocked two cones, giving Chuckie an eight point 

lead. Chuckie then drove a nightmare course 

knocking five cones, which gave Judy the 

Championship by two points! There was great 

competition and sportsmanship between these two 

ladies driving at their best. It was absolutely lovely 

to watch these two tandems, turned out to 

perfection.  At the prize giving, Ellmore won the 

Club Team trophy, much to our delight. 

The next event was the NSW Dressage 

Championships at Jugiong – lovely venue, 

beautiful weather. We each did two tests, Tim the 

Open tests, Kookie the Intermediate 2 and 

Intermediate 3. After the dressage w drove the 

cones. It was rather a tight course and caught most 

people out. Gail Bain won the Horse 

Championships with Shepherds Hill Michael and 

Kookie the Pony Championship with Ashwood 

Black Magic. 

Next was the CDE at Longwood in Victoria, a 

much anticipated event each year. This time only 

Tim and Chuckie fronted. Kookie felt the No.9 

dressage test was rather beyond Black Magic’s 

level of training at the moment. Longwood is 

always a good fun event, even if you only go along 

for the super food! Judy Harris and Chuckie both 

had the gloves on to continue their tandem battle! 

Chuckie again won the Dressage and the Marathon 

(by one point), whilst Judy had a clear in the 

Cones, with Chuckie having two down. Chuckie 

won by the merest of margins overall.  

The Club has had training days and orienteering 

drives over the year and there is the Christmas 

Party coming up. It has been good to welcome 

some new members, some of whom are looking 

for suitable ponies so they can start driving. We 

are looking forward to a competitive 2014, 

hopefully with more new members with horses, to 

boost our numbers at events. Chuckie and Luke 

Radnedge are in the process of moving from Cobar 

to Grenfell, so we can expect lots of fresh ideas 

from them once they are closer to the action. It will 

also be much easier for Chuckie, as State 

Secretary, to attend meetings. 

I would like to wish all drivers a happy, safe 

festive season. Be nice to each other and cherish 

your family and your horses and ponies. 

 

MURRUMBIDGEE CARRIAGE DRIVING 

CLUB 

The Murrumbidgee Club held a pleasure drive in 

October at the property of Rhonda Campbell, on 

the Hay road. It was a perfect spring day and the 

drivers were treated to the best of nature whilst 

driving through giant river red gums when a 

family of large red kangaroos crossed their path. 

The club would like to welcome their newest 

members Denise and Reuban Koke and family. 

They have six children and the club is looking 
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forward to having some junior drivers in the near 

future. 

A One Hour CDE was held on November 24 at 

Murrami, and four new drivers attended. The new 

members had a practice at dressage, cones and 

timing a 3km marathon with three obstacles. It was 

interesting that all drivers improved their times by 

driving obstacle No.1 twice. 

The Club Christmas Party is on December 14 at 

the Yanco Club. Members are looking forward to 

nest year, and getting the five new members and 

their horses going to competitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Murrumbidgee Club pleasure drive ( R Schmetzer)  

 

CANBERRA CARRIAGE CLUB 

October started with two Canberra members 

competing at the NSW CDE Championships at 

Moonbi. Judy Harris drove Charlie and Amy to a 

well deserved win in the Horse Tandem class 

whilst Gail Bain and horse Michael did their usual 

thing by winning the dressage and taking a wrong 

turn in the marathon. Di Murray also attended the 

event as a Novice Dressage Judge and shadow 

Ground Juror. 

Two weeks later the Canberra club hosted the 

NSW Driven Dressage Championships at Jugiong. 

For those not familiar with the venue, Jugiong is 

an ideal spot because it is just off the Hume 

Highway and affords plenty of space, shade and 

good camping facilities. The dressage arena itself 

was erected on the cricket pitch, which made for a 

nice flat surface. From the Club’s point of view, an 

added bonus was the group of fascinated casual 

campers who knew nothing about carriage driving 

but became enthusiastic spectators. 

Entries were not as prolific as the club anticipated, 

although several clubs were represented and judges 

Judy Dwyer, Lyn Cunnew and Warren Ricketts 

were given plenty to think about with tests ranging 

from the Preliminary No.1 to FEI No.9 on the 

schedule. 

A cones competition, designed by Garry Harris 

and judged by Tony James, was an additional 

challenge. 

Everyone did two tests each. Results were: 

Preliminary: 1st Tracey Ellis R B Jetstar  2nd 

Carolyn Blakeley Peg  3rd Amanda Blakeley 

Cranelie Eugene/ Kevel Lee Falcon  4th Carolyn 

Blakeley Flemington Dee 

Novice: 1st Di Murray Pepsi  2nd Sarah Keevers 

Wooleen Miss Henrietta  3rd John White Tokanui 

Maestro  4th Peter McIntyre Monty 

Intermediate 1st Gail Bain Shepherds Hill Michael  

2nd Kookie Engelsman Ashwood Black Magic  3rd 

Virginia Jones Caerleon Sailor’s Moon   4th Judy 

Harris Ballalabba’s Gallant Charger 

FEI No.9  1st Tim Dwyer Rossi 

Cones: Pony  1st Sarah Keevers  2nd Tracey Ellis  

3rd Di Murray  4th Kookie Engelsman 

Horse: 1st Tim Dwyer  2nd Gail Bain  3rd Judy 

Harris  4th Carolyn Blakeley 

 

The following week club member Penny Jacobs 

hosted a Charity Ride for Cancer at their property 

near Wagga Wagga, with five full time riders and 

eight others participating on a part time basis. A 

nice sum of money was raised for the Chris 

O’Brien Lifehouse at RPA. 

The Southern Highlands Level 4 CDE at 

Bundanoon attracted only one Canberra Club 

entrant, Gail Bain with Shepherds Hill Michael, 

and they won the Novice Horse class. They then 

competed successfully at the Reedy Creek Graded 

Dressage Day the week after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Southern Highlands CDE: Gail Bain   (I Spoljaric) 

 

A Christmas Party at Beckford is planned for 

December 15, where members can enjoy some 

Christmas cheer whilst inspecting a possible new 

CDE venue for 2014.    

 

CAMDEN HARNESS CLUB 

Carol Fitzpatrick: I was fortunate enough to go as 

Maxine Saliba’s offsider to the Level 4 CDE at 

Bundanoon in October. As usual we had a lot of 

fun and Zena went well for her first outing as a 

single, coming second in her class. Sharon 

Jacobson attended as a spectator on the second day 
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with her partner Ivan Spoljaric. Ivan took some 

great photos at MO3 and came to the rescue when 

it was damaged, helping officials fix it back to a 

usable state. Thank you for both, Ivan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Southern Highlands CDE: Maxine Saliba  

and Carol Fitzpatrick  (I Spoljaric) 

Due to the foul weather on the day of our 

scheduled drive at Brownlow Hill in November, 

we cancelled. However we were determined to go 

out, so a mid week drive at the same venue was 

organized later in the month. Sharon Jacobson 

drove Muffin, Louise Lyons had Gumpy and I 

drove Lou and Ned, with Maxine as my groom. 

We had a lovely drive, the weather favoured us 

and Ivan took more photos. A big thank you to the 

Sharpe family at Brownlow Hill for again allowing 

us to use their property as our base camp.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    On the mid week Brownlow Hill Drive ( I Spoljaric) 

 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS CARRIAGE 

CLUB 

The Level 4 CDE recently held at the club grounds 

was made all the more enjoyable by the beautiful 

weather that was ordered for the event. 

All competitors enjoyed the friendly and relaxed 

competition. The four new CDE drivers were 

treated to an explanation of the rules, together with 

an excursion to the MOs and being shown the 

correct way to ‘walk’ them. This help for new 

drivers was warmly received, with all of them 

expressing their appreciation after the event. 

The welcome BBQ and the Event Dinner were 

both well attended and it was very evident that 

everyone enjoyed the good food with Ilma 

Cunnew’s trifle being the standout dish. 

Competitors came from Cooma, Bega, the Blue 

Mountains and all around the more local area, with 

the guest judge being Nola Robertson from Bega. 

Nola’s time and expertise was much appreciated. 

Everyone left for home having had a great 

weekend of fun, competition and camaraderie. 

Two lucky competitors had their entry and event 

dinner fees reimbursed, following the Lucky 

Draws offered by the club. The competitors were 

John Moyes, Alexander McGuire and Kath Cole 

who did Dressage and Cones only, and Tracey 

Ellis, Tamara Abed, Keri Izzard, Col Ffrost, 

Yvonne Wood, Gail Bain, Maxine Saliba, Tony 

Ingersole, Sarah Keevers, Jane Knight, Byron 

McIntyre, Lynne Dominish, Lisa Harrington and 

Lin Monger. Class winners were John Moyes, 

Alexander McGuire, Tracey Ellis, Tamara Abed, 

Gail Bain, Sarah Keevers, Jane Knight, Lisa 

Harrington and Lin Monger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Southern Highlands CDE : Jane Knight   (I Spoljaric) 

 

The Southern Highlands Club will be conducting 

three CDEs during 2014, together with two Graded 

Dressage Days, two Southern Cones Competitions 

and the NSW Show Driving Championships. All 

information will be sent to Club secretaries as well 

as being on the websites, so drivers are urged to 

put the dates in the calendar and get started with 

horse/pony training. 

 

TEMORA CARRIAGE CLUB 

During August and September Sharon Beattie and 

Harry Hol prepared and painted a vehicle which 

looks like a box trailer with shafts and bench seats 

on both sides. It is red with ‘Temora Carriage 

Club’ painted in big white letters on both sides. A 

back step and whip holder were attached, and 

planks covered in foam and vinyl put in place for 

the seating. The finished product turned out very 

well and Harry took his family for some test 

drives. It can take four adults or six children, plus 
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the driver. Club member Mary Roberts has plans 

to take the vehicle to give rides to the aged and 

disabled youth who attend the H.A.C.K. Centre for 

respite care in Temora.  

Temora Club members led the street parade and 

the grand parade for the Temora Show, and put on 

a cones display after the ring events had finished. 

The crowd loved it. 

Several members attended the Barellan Heavy 

Horse Day in October, which had lots of old time 

demonstrations and exhibits. These included hot 

horseshoe making, whip making, rope making, 

furphy horse drawn water tanks, milking, 

separating cream in a hand cranked machine, 

butter making, ploughing, cutting hay by hand, 

sheaf tossing and hay stacking. An animal nursery, 

country singers and the R M Williams truck / shop 

were further attractions. A very popular spot was 

where scones were being baked in a wood oven, 

and then served with fresh cream and jam.  

Two spectacular sights were a team of 20 bullocks 

pulling a 3.5 tonne wagon loaded with 6 tonnes of 

wool and a team of 12 Clydesdales pulling another 

wagon.  Explanatory talks were given with each of 

the old time activities. Temora members came 

away in an enthusiastic mood and are floating the 

idea of doing some sort of activity at next year’s 

Heavy Horse Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bob Harper telling Bob Browning and Gubby Allen 

about paint colours at the Painting School (S Beattie) 

 

In November the Club held its Carriage Painting 

and Lining School at the Temora Showground, 

with instructor Bob Harper. The day started with a 

talk on surface preparation - how to sand surfaces 

and the best products to use, including tack cloth 

to remove the last bits of dirt just before painting. 

The paintwork on Sue Fraser’s show vehicle was 

looked at during morning tea. 

Bob then demonstrated how to do swirls on the 

Temora Carriage Club vehicle. After all this 

inspiration, everyone wanted to get started with 

their own painting. Patterns were chosen from an 

array of laminated patterns spread on the table and 

after lunch the individual work began with Bob 

walking around giving pointers. People worked on 

a variety of prepared wood or metal pieces, with 

several doing patterns on biscuit tins.  Everyone 

loved the school and another school has been 

asked for next year. 

Clun member Rita Broomfield will be organizing 

the Ariah Park Horse Power Pleasure Drive and 

Fun Weekend on the first weekend in April next 

year, whilst another member, Keith Phillips, will 

be running a pleasure drive to Iandra Castle near 

Young, probably in early May.     

 

GULGONG HERITAGE HARNESS 

ASSOCIATION 

Chris Hills: Chris and Pauline Hannaford and Jim 

Gilbey have been spending Thursdays and Fridays 

working, washing, trimming and driving Jim’s 

Shetlands. Chris has got himself a project repairing 

a jogger for use with the ponies. 

Recently Carol Hills invited the Papparazzi from 

the Gulgong Public School to visit the farm and 

take photographs. A bus full of kids turned up and 

took over 3000 photos in two and a half hours. 

Their brief was ‘action and interaction’. Jamie was 

eventually harnessed to the jogger and they all got 

a ride. Sterling and Sambucca were harnessed to 

the sled with four or five at a time having a ride. 

All the kids and the horses and ponies behaved 

very well. There will be lots of sorting out by the 

children to find the shots they wish to display. 

Jenny Farley bent my arm a bit to get me to run 

her niece Bess Sanders to her school formal at 

Parklands Resort in Mudgee, at 4pm on a Friday 

afternoon. The traffic was fairly busy but most 

were happy to travel behind us at 4kph. The horses 

were not sure of the water fountain at the resort as 

they could hear it before they could see it. 

However once they knew what it was, all was fine. 

In October Sarah McCarthy helped organize some 

hay and other horse feed for over one hundred 

horses evacuated to the Hawkesbury Showground 

due to the bush fires in the Blue Mountains. Sarah 

was working for the Disaster Animals Response 

Team (DART). Within 24 hours they managed to 

get a semi trailer load of goods from Leeton and 

200 bales of hay from Gooree Park at Mudgee, 

down to the showground at Richmond where 

displaced horses and other animals were 

temporarily housed and cared for. Our thoughts 

and best wishes go to those affected by the fires. 

Let’s hope the worst is over and they can soon get 

back on their feet. 

Jenny and Eddie Farley have a Bushfire Survival 

Plan and had to implement it recently when a fire 

started in a neighbour’s property and spread into 

theirs. Part of the Plan included moving livestock 

to a safe area. Luckily RFS Units from Gulgong, 

Mudgee, Cooks Gap, Cainbil Bungaba and Birriwa 

arrived, and, together with local farmers with slip 

on units, were able to contain the fire. 
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The Club Christmas Party held at the Centennial 

Hotel in Gulgong went well with good food and 

lively conversation. The four youngsters (Riley 

Fagerstrom and Henry, Jack and George Farley) 

tucked into their meals and then played together in 

the space between the tables. Four Hang Gliders in 

town for the Gliding Competition, were invited to 

join the Gulgong Club tables and added a variation 

to the conversation topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gulgong members Neil and Rosemary Munn on the  

Liverpool Range Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick) 

 

Sarah McCarthy reported that the first NSW 

Standardbred Expo held on the October Long 

Weekend at Dubbo was a great success. There 

were 39 horses in the Show and more than 30 took 

part in the afternoon racing program. The Expo 

showcased the Standardbred horse as a versatile 

and willing breed, clearly showing that it is a very 

productive breed, both for racing and later for 

other pursuits. 

Competitors came from near and far including 

from the NSW south coast and from Far North 

Queensland. Saturday saw horses stunningly 

presented for led, ridden and hack classes. An 

exciting program of racing rounded out the first 

day of competition. Sunday’s program showcased 

harness classes, dressage and sporting events.    

 

HUNTER HORSE DRIVING SOCIETY 

Helen Huckerby: Due to the adverse weather, the 

Inter Club Challenge between the Hunter, 

Tamworth and Liverpool Range Clubs was a wash 

out, but we took it to the wire. Joy and Alan 

Hawkins with Greyson, Rosemary Laing with 

Tinker and myself with Ruby, travelled to St 

Heliers at Muswellbrook on the Friday morning, in 

case there were jobs to be done such as cleaning 

loos etc, but no… all was ready. There was a storm 

on Friday night but we hoped that would be the 

final one. The Saturday morning sunshine was 

great although it was a bit wet underfoot. We 

thought the sun would soon fix that, but when we 

went to the stables to feed the horses, all hell broke 

loose. The sun didn’t stay long enough to get a 

photo, let alone dry the ground. Water was 

everywhere, so there was a big rush to get the 

vehicles to solid ground, and of course let 

everyone else know the weekend was off.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Helen Huckerby and Doreen Sinclair on the  

Liverpool Range Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick) 

 

We were made most welcome at St Heliers and 

they are looking forward to us rescheduling. We 

will definitely do that, as it is such a great spot. 

Cathy and Bob Browning attended the Painting 

School at Temora and found it very informative. 

After lunch they had the opportunity to practice 

doing their own linework on various surfaces. The 

Temora Club members were very good hosts and 

provided lovely morning and afternoon teas and 

lunch. Also on the school theme, Lynn and Paul 

Monger attended a school with Sheryl Leibowitz 

and really enjoyed it. 

The planned December 4-5 Pokolbin Drive and 

Campover may have to be held at a later date, 

possibly early next year, due to clashing 

commitments for a number of regulars. However 

the Christmas Party will be a goer and will be held 

in Pokolbin in the Park near Oscars Restaurant. 

This is a popular spot so some of us will need to be 

there early to keep a space for the club group. 

Apart from having a relaxing time together eating 

and drinking, activities people might like to try 

include putt putt golf, aqua golf, helicopter rides 

and visits to nearby Cellar Doors. The Christmas 

Lights will be on in the Hunter Valley Gardens 

from 6.30 – 10pm – a display well worth seeing.        

 

GOULBURN DISTRICT HORSE DRAWN 

VEHICLE SOCIETY 

The drive held on October 26 was in the 

Windellama area south east of Goulburn. Allen 

Smith and Trevor Mills met at the property of Bill 

and Chris Gardiner for morning tea and afterwards, 

accompanied by Bill and Chris, drove to Lake 

Bathurst along the gravelly roads for lunch. They 

returned to base late that afternoon, having covered 

about 40kms.  

The planned November drive was cancelled due to 

unforeseen circumstances. The Club Christmas 
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Party will be held at the Taralga Hotel on 

December 7. The next pleasure drive is planned for 

January in the Yalbraith area, west of Taralga. 

Club members who compete in the endurance 

events will use this drive as the start of their 

preparation of their horses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Robbie Baxter and offsider on the Liverpool Range 

Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick) 

Junior drivers Kimberly Allport and Jayde Coggan 

will represent the club in the Cones Driving 

exhibition to be held at the Crookwell Show on 

February 9 2014. 

 

HILLS DISTRICT HARNESS CLUB 

The Hills Club hosted the NSW Show Driving 

Championships in mid October at Oakville in hot 

windy conditions. A pleasing number of entries 

made for excellent competition under the eyes of 

show judges Ken Thomas and Anne Ferris, and 

cones judge Eddie Dobbin. The show was very 

well supported by Hills members both as 

competitors and as helpers prior to and on the day. 

The accompanying Static Vehicle Show and 

Display was a worthwhile venture with a variety of 

vehicles presented for judging by John and 

Margaret Moore.  

November saw two driving activities run by the 

Club. The first was a Pleasure Drive from The 

Vines Pony Club grounds at Oakville, a new venue 

for pleasure drives. Prior to the drive, Christine 

Dunn, Andrea and Dennis Casper did a trial drive 

with their ponies to decide on the best route to 

take. There are many suitable quiet roads in area 

and the Pony Club is the ideal place to park and 

harness up safely.  

There was misty rain falling as people arrived for 

the drive but this eased off fortunately whilst the 

drive was on. Eight turnouts took to the road – 

Christine Dunn, Karen Silvester, Dennis Casper, 

Andrea Casper, Lynne Buckingham, Pat and 

Damian Mannix, new member Anneriek Favelle 

accompanied by Lisa Clark, and One Activity 

Member Ron Males.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anneriek Favelle and Lisa Clarke with Shire mare 

Fortuna on the Oakville drive (J Muspratt) 

There was great variety in height of horses on the 

day ranging from Anneriek’s 17.2hh Shire Fortuna 

down to the five mini ponies and horses with 

Christine’s Patches at 8.2hh, about the smallest. 

These minis were all little ‘goers’ however, and 

kept up very adequately with the big horses. Bob 

and Karinne Goodchild did front escort duty in 

their ute whilst Rob and Thelma Nichols brought 

up the rear in their 4WD. Janet Muspratt and Lilian 

Mannix took photos of the drivers along the way.   

The drive was 9km and only about a dozen cars 

were encountered for the whole way so it is indeed 

a quiet area for so close to Sydney. The rain started 

just after arrival back at base so things were well 

timed. After loading vehicles and seeing to the 

horses’ needs, everyone adjourned to lunch under 

the Pony Clubhouse verandah.  

On November 17 the Members Refresher / New 

Horse / New Driver Day which had been 

postponed previously due to wet conditions, was 

almost upset again by wet weather. It was held at 

Janet Muspratt’s property at Rossmore. However it 

was decided to press ahead with the day despite 

some overnight rain. Unfortunately the wet 

weather kept a few people away, but fifteen hardy 

souls were there, and enjoyed the day, despite 

showers from time to time. 

Rhonda Dobbin, Anneriek Favelle, Christine 

Dunn, Kim McGregor and Karen Silvester brought 

along five new horses and ponies to experience the 

‘arena of distractions’, first being led or long 
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reined and later, for a couple, in vehicles. The 

distractions included a fluttering bunting laneway, 

a painted board, a blue tarp, some matting and a 

white 40 sign on black vinyl on the ground to walk 

over, big white dressage letters, white drums and 

coloured balls, hoses in the grass, lots of orange 

traffic cones and a purple dinosaur. The dinosaur 

was spotted abandoned at a bus stop a couple of 

months ago obviously looking for a home, so it 

quickly became part of the Hills Club’s equipment, 

just right for these sorts of days.  

After a little while with these passive distractions, 

three more were introduced – Eddie Dobbin riding 

his three wheeler mini motor bike, Lynne 

Buckingham on the ride-on mower and Nigel 

Dunn wielding a big colourful umbrella. The 

umbrella proved to be the scariest thing. However 

by and large, all the horses were very well behaved 

and were soon calm about everything. Karen 

Silvester then drove her new young Haflinger 

Ziggy, who was away from home in harness for 

the first time, along with Lynne Buckingham who 

drove mini horse Casanova.  

Next on the agenda was Kim McGregor who gave 

an explanation and demonstration of viceroy 

harness using her Arabian Lulu. This created a lot 

of interest particularly amongst those members 

who were unfamiliar with viceroys. A round table 

discussion about safe driving and risk management 

followed, led by Janet Muspratt. It was then time 

for the sausage sizzle lunch prepared by Alan 

Ongley with the help of Joy Harris. It was just the 

thing to have on such a cool damp day, and was a 

great note to finish on..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

.    

LIVERPOOL RANGE HARNESS CLUB 

Vicki Donnelly: Following the very successful and 

enjoyable September Charity Drive, club members 

met at the home of Bruce and Vicki Donnelly at 

Spring Ridge on October 26-27 for a weekend 

drive around the Liverpool Plains. A total of 14 

sulkies took part in the Saturday afternoon drive 

through the forest at the back of Spring Ridge, 

taking advantage of the shade and coolness. This 

was followed by a social evening and BBQ dinner. 

We were fortunate to be entertained by Blair 

Osbourne singing some beautiful country songs. 

Blair also entertained at the Spring Ridge Country 

Club on the Charity Drive. Sunday morning was 

an opportunity to once again drive across the 

Liverpool Plains to Goran Lake and back to Spring 

Ridge, along quiet country roads. We were joined 

by Sam and Rhodi Williams and Leroy and Jo 

Trengove from the Gulgong Club. 

A club meeting was held before the Saturday 

drive, and plans for the 2014 Liverpool Range 

Charity Drive were discussed. It was announced 

that the 2013 Charity Drive raised $15000. The 

major recipient of these funds was the Royal Far 

West Children’s Charity, whilst support was also 

given to the Quirindi Friends of Children with 

Special Needs and the Werris Creek Branch of 

CanAssist. Many thanks go to all who supported 

the drive and we hope to see you all at next year’s 

Charity Drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Col Douglas on the Liverpool Range Club  

Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick) 

It was decided to hold this year’s Club Christmas 

Party at the Werris Creek CanAssist Fundraiser 

held at the Werris Creek Golf Club on November 

16.   Twenty four members attended a great night 

to enjoy a lovely dinner and to dance to a very 

talented band. 

The Club’s first outing for 2014 will be a driving 

weekend based at the Ebor Sport and Recreation 

Grounds on February 22-23. Some members are 

planning a four day visit to include a sideline of 

fishing. The Club will once again be supporting 

the King of the Ranges Event at Murrurundi in 

May, with a carriage driving display. The musical 

drives displayed in 2012 and 2013 proved popular 

with the spectators.    

 

TAMWORTH REGIONAL HORSE DRAWN 

CLUB  

October continued to be another busy month for 

Tamworth members, after the hosting the NSW 

CDE Championships early on. Several members 

attended the Australian Pony Stud Book Spring 

Show held at Manilla Showground on October 19. 

All took home ribbons and / or prizes and enjoyed 

the day despite the blustery conditions. 

On October 26-27 three members represented the 

club at the Queensland CDE Championships.  
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There was a field of 22 competitors and the 

threatening stormy weather to contend with, but 

the three did very well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Amanda See in the Cones at the Queensland CDE 

Championships 

 Liz O’Brien won the Novice Small Pony class 

whilst Amanda See won the Novice Large Pony 

class with Rachael Bryce coming second. These 

results meant that the Tamworth Club Team won 

the Highest Points Score Club Trophy, for the 

second year running. 

The Interclub Challenge Weekend between 

Tamworth, Hunter and Liverpool Range Clubs set 

down for November 23-24 at St Heliers, 

Muswellbrook, had to be postponed until early 

next year, due to heavy rain and storms. Although 

the rain was much needed, members were 

disappointed they couldn’t drive.  

 

BUNGENDORE CARRIAGE DRIVING 

SOCIETY 

The Bungendore Club was well represented at the 

recent Southern Highlands Level 4 CDE at 

Bundanoon. Members who were driving at the 

event included Sarah Keevers, Byron McIntyre, 

Col Ffrost, Lynne Dominish and Tamara Abed. 

Several other members were grooms and 

supporters. The weather was great and the course 

was excellent. Congratulations to Sarah Keevers 

and Tamara Abed who won their respective 

classes. 

Dot Willcoxson: A very successful Fun Weekend 

was held by the club on November 30-December 1 

at Witwood. Nine clubs were represented – 

Tamworth, Hills, Ellmore, Bungendore, Bega, 

Camden, Reedy Creek, Southern Highlands and 

Canberra and all fifteen drivers had a great time. 

I would like to thank club members for their input 

in the set-up and for their assistance during the 

event. I would especially like to thank Byron 

McIntyre who delivered gifted hams to Witwood. 

The hams were very generously supplied by 

George Brown Electrical and Balzanelli 

Smallgoods, and a very special thank you goes to 

those two companies. The hams were auctioned by 

our in-hour auctioneer Col Ffrost and a tidy profit 

of $360 was made on the Saturday evening. Funds 

will go towards a special competition during the 

2014 NSW CDE Championships.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   Southern Highlands CDE: Tamara Abed   (I Spoljaric) 

 

NORTH COAST CARRIAGE DRIVING 

CLUB  

Jim McKenna recently attended the Kempsey-

Macleay Valley Kennel Club’s dog show. This 

was the second time Jim has been requested to 

convey the judges into the arena by horse drawn 

carriage. Jim’s lovely standardbred Clancy pulling 

the four wheeler made for ideal transport. 

After all the prizes had been awarded to the 

deserving canines of the day, Clancy was awarded 

two ribbons in an extra class for ‘Best 

Equepoodle’ ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christine O’Rourke with her Guy Fawkes brumby Bill 

at the Dorrigo Show (R Walker) 

 

Dorrigo Show was held on November 23 and there 

were three exhibitors in the harness classes. Heavy 

rain fell the night before but the skies were clear 

for most of the horse events. There was a 
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thunderstorm however, just before the grand 

parade. Christine O’Rourke, a member of the 

Tamworth Club who frequently attends North 

Coast Club events, took home the major prize 

ribbons. Her horse Bill is a Guy Fawkes brumby, 

not long broken to harness and this was his first 

show. Well done Christine!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jim McKenna and Clancy at the Dog Show after being 

given the special award   (Penny Brooks) 

 

THE REINSMAN   
The Reinsman will be back with a story for the 

March 2014 issue.  

Here is another poem by Marty Boyce. 

 

Roundabouts and U Turns 

Our lives are never quite the way we think they 

will be 

So many things distract us, there is so much there 

to see 

But the values that we hold within return when we 

decide 

To make a U turn reassess, continue on our ride. 

 

I drove a sulky all the way around the country 

roads 

The freedom that it gave me helped to ease the 

heavy loads 

I gave it up upon a whim, it seemed the thing to do 

But I’m buying a new sulky and will start to drive 

anew. 

 

You see the freedom that we feel when ambling 

down the road 

Is still the thing that brings release, it lightens up 

my load 

A simple way to travel, where the sights and 

sounds amaze 

All the troubles of the world disperse among the 

distant haze. 

 

The pleasure of the open road, the challenge of the 

course 

A partnership, a bond, between a driver and his 

horse 

I lost the pleasure in my life, I never would have 

thought  

How much I’d miss the hoof beats and the pleasure 

that they brought 

 

The open road it beckons, for I long to travel down 

The lonely tracks meandering from country town 

to town 

I came upon a roundabout along life’s tracks it 

seems 

And the U turn that I made has made me reassess 

my dreams. 

                          Marty Boyce 2013 ©  

 

DRIVING IN THE UK AND EUROPE   
                        by Garry Harris (Canberra Club) 

When my daughter Hannah had a call from friends 

in the UK offering to lend a pair of ponies to her, 

myself or her mother to drive over the coming 

months with a view to competing at the World 

Pony Championships at Pau in France in late 

October, it seemed a chance not to be let go. The 

ponies were considered by their owners as ‘world 

class’.  

As Hannah was unable to give it the time, I, after 

ascertaining the criteria and sorting out some 

ground rules, decided to take up this generous 

offer. Suffice to say this required a host of things 

to do, such as passports, joining EA, joining FEI, 

and entering events in Germany and Holland as 

well as cancelling / rearranging things at home. 

It was decided that Hannah and I would go on July 

29, Hannah would return to Australia on August 

21 and Judy would come over and stay until the 

end of October, on the assumption that we 

qualified for the World Pony Championships. 

The ponies were 13.2hh Welsh. Our first couple of 

weeks were taken up with predominately dressage 

training, which included a few private lessons with 

a riding instructor. It was apparent that the ponies, 

whilst well behaved and extremely well looked 

after, lacked impulsion, an issue we worked very 

hard to improve upon. 

The training and nutritional regime they had been 

given was insufficient given the job in hand, and 

as a consequence they were struggling to perform. 

The owners did not wish to change this and as a 

result we had to work with what we had, which 

proved to be difficult. 

To get to the World Championships we had to 

qualify. The nearest event for this was at Minden 

in Germany, which I had entered prior to leaving 

Australia. 

Whilst I did not believe the ponies would qualify, 

after discussion with the owners it was decided to 

go to Germany anyway. This required vet checks, 

export licences, travel by ferry from Dover to 

Calais in France followed by an eight hour drive 
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through Belgium, Holland and then into Germany. 

Hannah’s driving skills in a very large truck on the 

opposite side of the road were exemplary. 

The event included some 130 entries made up of 

singles, pairs and teams. Tandems do not have 

international status. As with most places outside 

Australia, space is at a premium which included 

the camping ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Garry driving his dressage test at Minden in Germany 

with Hannah as groom 

We were to see some amazing driving particularly 

from the Germans and the Dutch in the multiple 

classes. Something of note was the size of many of 

the ‘ponies’ who were no doubt horses, as 

measuring is not done and it appears a blind eye is 

given to this. For us it did not go well. We failed to 

qualify as the ponies struggled to get around the 

rather easy going course of 12 km on flat ground 

with eight obstacles. 

Socially the event was wonderful. It included a 

Drivers Party and an All Nations Night, in which 

all participant countries set up stands with their 

culture and food presented for all to try. Hannah, 

apart from the Aussie flags and banners, had 

organized Sao biscuits with vegemite, and Fosters 

beer, which was very well received. 

As a consequence of the German event I decided 

that as we were unable to change the training and 

particularly the feeding regime of the ponies, I 

would not continue endeavouring to make the 

World Pony Championships two months away, but 

return to Australia for our driving season. 

Whilst in the UK we had some wonderful times, 

which included attending an event at Lowther 

Castle, visiting and driving a team with Wilf 

Bowman-Ripley at Ashfields, driving on the 

McIvor Estate at Elverton owned by the Guinness 

family, visiting a pleasant farm owned by friends 

of our hosts, and visiting British pony pairs driver 

Anna Grayston at her home and stables in Kent. 

The foregoing may appear to be a little negative 

but it is difficult to be totally positive when things 

didn’t go quite to plan. To Hannah – a huge thank 

you. She gave up her time and was invaluable with 

her experience from previous stints in England. 

Thank you too to Judy and Hannah’s husband Jack 

for your support as always. The experience was a 

rewarding one. I learnt much and will always 

remember the gracious offer of our hosts.  

 

DO’S & DON’TS -PLEASURE DRIVING 

IN THE WINGELLO STATE FOREST   
                 by Kath Cole (Reedy Creek Club) 

Reedy Creek Equestrian Club recently held its first 

drive in the Wingello State forest and I would like 

to share some of the do’s and don’ts learnt from 

the experience. 

DON’T  expect the roads on your Google map to 

correspond in any way with the roads that are 

actually in the forest. 

This also means DON’T expect any road names 

shown on the Google map to correspond with any 

road signs which may appear in the forest. 

DON’T  expect any road signs, anyway. 

DON’T go into the Forest after dark to select roads 

to be used for your pleasure drive. 

The day before your pleasure drive, when you are 

beginning to be haunted by the very real 

possibility of losing 10 – 15 horses and drivers in 

the forest (and you are tied up all day with an 

appointment with an Eye Specialist in Canberra) 

DON’T rely on your ‘directionally compromised’ 

partner (ie has no sense of direction) to go and sort 

out the drives for you. 

When after midnight you are typing up the drives 

put together by your directionally compromised 

partner, DON’T question landmarks such as ‘weird 

intersection’ or directions that tell you ‘look for the 

nearest made road’ or ‘you are on Gully Road now 

cross over it’. 

On the morning of the first drive DON’T ask your 

directionally compromised partner ‘where are we?’ 

DON’T forget the dog food. After 5.00pm there is 

no dog food available at Wingello or Penrose. 

Bundanoon does have a restaurant with a choice of 

cooked chicken or lasagna. DON’T choose the 

cooked chicken for your dogs – both brought it 

back up! 

DON’T let the week before be so rushed that there 

is no time to check the gas cylinder that operates 

the fridge and the stove. Of course it will be 

empty. 

DON’T presume that because you finish up at 

lunch time on Sunday that for the first time ever, 

you will be home in daylight hours. The only ‘first 

time ever’ experience we had was that our old 

truck (which has taken us to all sorts of places) 

finally let us down and died 30km from home. The 

2 hour trip home became a 7 hour ordeal! 

There is only one DO. 

We will definitely DO it again. We loved the 

drives through the forest and the companionship of 

sitting together for meals, swapping yarns and 

stories. Thank you Ray and Carol Roach who 

motivated others to join us, and thank you to Lana 

McDonald, who originally suggested the location, 
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helped so much with setting up the drives and then 

was unable to participate because of work 

commitments – hopefully you’ll be there next 

time. 

YOUNG DRIVERS UNDER 25  
NSW Young Drivers Coordinator Sharon Beattie 

would like to be able to communicate more 

directly with the young drivers of the Society. The 

aim is to set up a network of communication 

across the state between Young Drivers, and 

ultimately better cater for their needs and better 

represent them in the Society.  

With this in mind each club is being asked to 

select a driver from the 12 to 24 years age group to 

represent the club in this statewide network. They 

would be a contact person for other young drivers 

within the club, sound them out regarding their 

interests and ideas and report back to the club 

executive and to the Young Driver Coordinator. 

If you are a Young Driver aged in the 12 to 24 age 

group and would be interested in becoming your 

club’s Young Driver Representative, contact your 

club secretary as soon as possible. Drivers aged 

from 12 -17 will need to have an adult member as 

an assistant.   

Club secretaries – when the Young Driver rep has 

been selected, please pass on contact details to 

Sharon Beattie on 02 48683415 or 

sbeattie3@bigpond.com 

 

COMING EVENT: 

SHOW JUDGES AND DRIVERS 

SCHOOL AT TENAMBIT 
When:   Sunday January 19 2014   

Time:    9.30 – 2.30pm 

Where:  29 Metford Rd Tenambit  (near Morpeth 

in lower Hunter Valley) 

BYO chair.  There is plenty of shade ! 

There will be the usual fee to cover printing and 

catering costs (amount TBC)  

Closing date for bookings: January 10 2014 

The school will open with a presentation on the 

showing and judging of heavy horses and 

turnouts in harness and will also have sessions 

on the judging of light harness turnouts and 

other classes in the harness ring.     Highly 

recommended for all drivers and judges. 

 

An Exam for Candidate Light Harness Judges 

will be held following the school if required.  

Anyone wishing to become a Light Harness Judge 

must register with the Show Driving Convenor 

before December 25 2013, so that adequate 

preparation for the exam may be commenced. 

 

For more information about the School and/or 

Exam contact Show Driving Convenor Janet 

Muspratt 02 9606 6085 or 

jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au    

NOTES FROM BRANCH MEETING at 

Bundanoon on November 23 2013   
28 members present Clubs represented: Hills, 

Ellmore, Bungendore, Hunter, Southern 

Highlands, Goulburn, Temora, Canberra 

Panel reports:  

P & E 

* Mini 3 day endurance drives to be trialed during 

2014. Minimum distance for horses 150km over 

three days and 90km for ponies and horses in the 

short section. To be run within the current 

endurance competition guidelines.  

* Any club interested in conducting a mini enduro 

should contact the P & E Panel for further 

information and to discuss possible dates. Must not 

clash with the Fifield Enduro in April, Marrar 

Enduro in July, Henry Lawson Drive late May –

early June, and Liverpool Range Drive in Sept. 

* Format for determining the Endurance Horse and 

Pony winners for 2015 – may compete in as many 

enduros as desired in a calendar year and the 

competitor with most kms in shortest time with 

same horse or pony and with all TPR checks 

passed will be the winner. Further details from P & 

E Panel. 

* Liverpool Range Charity Drive huge success – 

approx $15000 raised. Included two Qld turnouts. 

* Regular pleasure drives and outings have been 

held by Hills, Camden, Gulgong and the Southern 

Highlands Clubs.    

CDE 
* NSW CDE Champs hosted by the Tamworth 

Club at Moonbi very successful – good to return to 

an event held over 3 days.   

* Eleven NSW competitors at Qld CDE Champs 

with eleven from Qld – had a ‘State of Origin’ feel 

* Accident at QLD Champs in dressage with 

driver and groom both thrown out fortunately 

without serious injury - a timely reminder of the 

unpredictability of horses and inherent dangers of 

the sport. Worth noting that protective headwear 

(helmets) may be worn in all phases of a CDE 

(Compulsory for juniors). 

* Successful Level 4 CDE at Bundanoon hosted by 

Southern Highlands Club recently. 

* Clubs urged to consider and plan events for the 

coming year to ensure a full calendar.  

Show Driving 

* The NSW Show Driving Championships hosted 

by the Hills Club at Oakville was very successful 

with 32 horses and ponies competing and drivers 

coming from long distances and many of the NSW 

Clubs 

* The 2014 Show Driving Championships will be 

hosted by the Southern Highlands Club at 

Bundanoon in the latter part of the year. 

* A Show Judges & Drivers School will be held at 

Tenambit in the lower Hunter Valley on January 

19. Will have a heavy horse turnout component as 

well as light harness sessions 

mailto:sbeattie3@bigpond.com
mailto:jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au
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* Two new Light Harness Show Judges put 

forward for ratification following the School at 

Wagga Wagga in August – Kim McGregor (Hills 

Club) and Alan Bowyer (Riverina Club). 

Congratulations to both.   

Historical 

* Static Vehicle Display held in conjunction with 

CDE Championships at Moonbi and Display and 

Show in conjunction with Show Championships at 

Oakville – both very successful. These enabled 

people without horses to drive to participate in the 

events, and also gave spectators and the general 

public an area to focus on and find out about the 

sport. They are a worthwhile addition to events 

being held by clubs. 

* Prototype book of vehicle photos put together by 

Convenor Dennis Casper has been very well 

received. Still extremely difficult to get members 

to come forward with information and photos 

regarding vehicles. The Historical Panel would 

very much welcome hearing from members about 

their vehicles. 

* A total of 80 vehicles of varying types have now 

been photographed and their provenance recorded.           

Dressage 

* Congratulations to Canberra Club for hosting the 

successful NSW Dressage Championships 

* Question of how to attract more drivers to 

dressage days. Suggestion to make them less 

competitive with no ribbons, just drivers 

competing against themselves and their previous 

performances. Further suggestions are welcome to 

Dot Willcoxson 

* Disappointing that the opportunity was recently 

lost at an event for a candidate judge to have a 

practical assessment. 

* The Australian Dressage Championships will be 

held at Koonoomoo in Victoria in May. When the 

tests needed to qualify for this inaugural event are 

released they will be sent by the NSW Convenor to 

all clubs so that they might consider using them in 

their graded dressage programs.  

* The dressage panel is planning to hold a meeting 

in January in conjunction with the CDE Panel. 

Anyone with a matter they want discussed should 

contact the Dressage Convenor (Dot Willcoxson). 

Young Driver Co ordinator Report ( Young 

drivers are under 25yrs)  

* Clubs encouraged to consider having a Young 

Driver Representative (preferably 12-24 to consult 

with YD Convenor and encourage greater 

involvement of young drivers. Clubs invited to 

appoint Young Driver Reps. 

* Young and Beginning Driver Checklist – Co 

ordinator distributed a draft checklist on Skills for 

the Beginner Driver and asked for feedback from 

clubs and individual members. 

Other Business 

* Webmaster urgently needs general information 

asap from the relevant convenors on the disciplines 

of CDE, Pleasure and Endurance and Dressage to 

go on the website. 

* 2014 Federal AGM and Conference to be held at 

the Marcus Oldham College in Geelong. 

* Hendra Virus: National policy is for members to 

keep up to date with the latest guidance from state 

Depts of Primary Industry, and seek advice from 

their local vets if they are likely to travel to areas 

where there is an increased risk, and / or they are 

attending events where there may be horses from 

higher risk areas. 

* Grants: opportunity exists for Clubs to apply for 

special grants from State Branch if appropriate 

* Cards for current TPR Stewards have been 

produced 

* CBA not able to accommodate internet banking 

payments. Other banking options being sought. 

* Grant for $400 approved to assist North Coast 

Carriage Club with travel expenses for instructors 

for their training weekend. 

* 2015 NSW CDE Championships awarded to 

Southern Highlands Club – Oct long weekend tbc 

* General consensus of the meeting that the 

Branch support the current version of the ACDS 

Code of Conduct 

* Very important that Clubs hold regular meetings 

with minutes and decisions recorded 

* Necessary to seek approval from Police and 

Local Traffic Committees for timed events on 

public roads 

* Additional information in letter from new 

Federal Treasurer re Federal financial situation 

* Attire at CDE vet check trot up: it is appropriate 

to have neat, tidy, clean and safe attire. 

* Scorer Accreditation /Refreshers – currently no 

scheme established for accreditation of scorers. 

Next Meeting: to be held at Queanbeyan on 

February 22 2014 hosted by the Bungendore 

Club   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Di Murray competing in the NSW Dressage 

Championships at Jugiong 
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HARNESS PONY WANTED 
                                                                           

 

This is my dad Allan Brown and our horse Missy in 

1980. Dad passed away in August after a long illness 

and fall.  

We travelled all the shows back in the 80s, and Dad 

and Missy won many ribbons.  We have sewn some 

together and they make a double blanket. 

I am going to continue Dad’s and my dream of harness 

driving. All I need is a pony that is young and broken 

to harness, approximately 12hh.  

 

CONTACT  Vicki Brown at vickibrown45@msn.com  

or Liz O’Brien on 0427 766 726 

FOR SALE  
PONY PAIR HARNESS 

Patent leather pair harness in black and brass, with collar and hames. 

Would suit 11 – 12hh ponies.      In Royal Show condition. 

CONTACT Mary Grant   Damar Valley Carriages  0418 326 744 

 

FOR SALE 
MINI HARNESS HORSE / JOGGER AND HARNESS 

Henry is a 5 year old chestnut and white gelding around 36” tall. He is not registered at the moment 

but is able to be. He has a fantastic temperament, respectful, friendly and easy going. He has been 

trained to harness for nearly two years and has been lightly driven in that time. He has been to a club 

day, driven on roads and around the farm through the paddocks to check stock. He is used to cows, 

sheep, dogs, chooks, bikes and tractors. Easy to catch, brush, trim, tie, clip, drench and float. Has had 

feet trimmed regularly and has never foundered.   Too good to leave in the paddock. 

Also for sale - Henry’s home made jogger, his synthetic harness with a specially made Myler bit, and 

an assortment of rugs and hoof boots.                                PRICE:  $1500 for Henry and all his gear.   

This is the perfect package for someone to start driving straight away. 

                                                                                            CONTACT: Michelle on 0404 226 017  a.h.  

 

 

 Hills Club  

  Drive at 

  Oakville    

mailto:vickibrown45@msn.com

