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NSW ACDS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022
Club Secretaries : To avoid significant clashes, always submit proposed calendar dates to the NSW Calendar
Coordinator for checking – Tracey Ellis scribblegum64@gmail.com or ph 0402 854 696
When proposing an event please liaise with the relevant Convenor/Coordinator
(CDE, Show Driving, Dressage, Pleasure/Endurance, Young Driver)
If you have an event to be added, postponed or cancelled for the NSW Calendar here or on the state website, please
contact the Calendar Coordinator Tracey Ellis via email or a phone call.
**** Don’t expect anything to be noticed on social media ****

DATE
June
11-12
12
18
18-19
26
July
2-3
3
7-12
10
17
23
23-24
24
Aug
14
14
21
28
Sept
4
8-13
10-11
10-11
10-17
11
23
24-25
25
25

EVENT DETAILS

CONTACT

2022
Indoor/Outdoor Event at Moonbi Tamworth Club
Mini 3 Phase Event at Rossmore Camden Club
Dressage & Cones at Hawkesbury Showground Hawkesbury Club
Double Dressage Qualifier at Murrami Murrumbidgee Club
Winter Gymkhana at Rossmore Reserve Hills Club

Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Greg McDonald 0408 611738
Jenny Conquest 0427708619
Robyn Schmetzer 0458 551331
Janet Muspratt 9606 6085

Mini Marathon at Webbs Ck/Wisemans Ferry Hawkesbury Club
Federal ACDS AGM by Zoom
Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club
Rally Day at Moonbi Tamworth Club
Orienteering Day at Belanglo Forest Camden Club
NSW ACDS Branch AGM at Bathurst Panthers Club
Bunya Hall Pleasure Drive Hunter Club
Small Arena Event at Rossmore Reserve Hills Club

Kim Schumacher 0433 777 763
Tom Dowling 0428 957 052
Yvonne Wood 0497603424
Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Greg McDonald 0408 611 738
John Tonkiss 0409 669 271
Pat Thomson 0428532459
Janet Muspratt 9606 6085

Interclub Challenge Day at Rossmore Hills Camden SH Clubs
Graded Dressage Day at Moonbi Tamworth Club
Gymkhana at Hawkesbury Showground Hawkesbury Club
Come and Try Day at Stroud Showground Hunter Club

Janet Muspratt 9606 6085
Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Leanne Perceval 0456480829
Margie Walmsley 0434014952

30-Oc3

Agility Day at Shed Studio Arcadia Hawkesbury Club
Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club
Level 4 Training Weekend at Murrami Murrumbidgee Club
Level 3 CDE No.1 Super Series at Moonbi Tamworth Club
Annual Spring Drive at Spring Ridge Liverpool Range Club
Dressage, Cones, Mini Marathon Day at Rossmore Hills Club
Orienteering Drive Scheyville NP Hawkesbury Club
Level 3 CDE No.2 Super Series at Witwood Bungendore Club
Park Drive at Rossmore Camden Club
Pleasure Drive venue TBC Hunter Club
Enduro & Pleasure Drive venue TBA Reedy Creek Club

Angela Eberle 0407287922
Yvonne Wood 0497603424
Robyn Schmetzer 0458 552 331
Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Peter Honeyman 0438741140
Janet Muspratt 9606 6085
Angela Eberle 0407 287 922
Dot Willcoxson 0418 689 673
Louise Lyons 0417 684 508
Margie Walmsley 0434014952
Carolyn Blakeley 0438 458 298

Oct
1-2
8-9
9
21-23
29-30
29-30

Social Drive & Camp Over venue TBC Tamworth Club
Level 3 CDE No.3 Super Series at Marrar Hill Tops Club
Oz Trec at Rossmore Reserve Hills Club
CDE Training Weekend Rossmore Reserve Camden Club
Level 3 CDE No.4 Final of Super Series Bundanoon SH Club
Driving Weekend in Putty Valley Hunter Club

Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Tess Smith 0414 961 801
Janet Muspratt 9606 6085
Lou Lyons 0417 684 508
Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424
June Malmberg 0265797003 or
text only 0418417147

Activity Day at Rossmore Reserve Hills Club
Max Saunders Memorial Sporting Day at Moonbi Tamworth Club
NSW Show Driving Championships at Hawkesbury
Showground NSW SD Panel

Janet Muspratt 9606 6085
Liz O’Brien 0427766726
Carolyn Blakeley 0438 458 298

Level 2 CDE Battle of the Borders at Holbrook Border Club
Indoor Obstathon & Pleasure Drive at Rosemont Indoor Goulburn
Reedy Creek Club

Miriam Bentley 0427 204 205
Amanda Blakeley 0417 228 814

Nov
13
13
27
Dec
3-4
10-11

NSW PANEL CONVENORS 2021-22
P E & H:

Dressage:

Show Driving:

John Tonkiss
0409 669 271
tonkissjohn@gmail.com
Sue Plath
02 4841 0566
splath4@bigpond.com
Carolyn Blakeley

0438 458 298
blakeley3@activ8.net.au
CDE:

Tracey Ellis
0402 854 696
scribblegum64@gmail.com
Young Drivers: John Barton
0418 410 540
johnbarton84@icloud.com

Elva Macpherson at the MO she sponsored at Boorowa (A Eldridge)

MESSAGE FROM THE NSW CDE
CONVENOR
The CDE Rule Book is updated every 3 years and
this is due in 2023. The Federal CDE Panel has
met and is now in the very early stages of the
review. As your State CDE representative, I am
looking to consult with NSW members earlier
rather than later. For those members interested, if
you have any items you wish to raise, would you
please email them through to me? As always, I
will collate and put all items received to the
Federal Panel for review.
I do ask, however, that rather than whingeing,
please explain why you would like to see a rule
changed and if you have an idea on how things
could work better for all drivers, ie share your
thoughts. Sensible ideas help to start constructive
discussion.
I will keep in touch with all clubs on the progress
as we move forward.
Kind Regards
Tracey Ellis scribblegum64@gmail.com

Sharon then competed with the pair in the NSW
Dressage Championships and a Cones Competition
at Boorowa, before making the big trip up to
Queensland for the Gatton Heavy Horse Field
Days, where they did very well in the led and
harness classes. Finally they were back at Manilla,
supporting the Club’s Show Championships –
what a great effort!
Meanwhile Karl Olsson’s Soho Eros continued his
run of success, being awarded Supreme Champion
Horse at the Tamworth Regional Show Driving
Championships in May.
In addition to Sharon Clarke, Sandy Hunter,
Elizabeth O’Brien and Yvette Furner competed at
the Boorowa Event over Easter and all did well.
Sandy did a good job in both the Dressage and
CDE Championships, whilst Elizabeth and Yvette
had success in the Level 4 CDE.
The Club ran the Tamworth Regional Show
Driving Championships on Sunday May 8 2022 at
Manilla Showground.

CLUB NEWS
Tamworth Regional Horse Drawn Club
Tamworth Club members have been out and about
competing in big shows, CDEs and Dressage in the
last couple of months. Sharon Clarke, in particular,
has had a busy time.
Sharon, together with Karl Olsson and Fiona
Ziebens had a very successful time at the Sydney
Royal – Sharon, and groom Jessica Meredith, with
her Belgian Draughts Carbery Estate Hollywood
Achiever and Carbery Estate Believe in Dreams in
the Heavy Horse harness classes, and Karl and
Fiona in the Light Harness ring with Standardbred
Soho Eros. Both parties brought home highly
prized blue ribbons from strongly contested
classes.

Annette Parris with Calay at the Show (M O’Brien)

The show started early on a crisp morning with an
entry of 17 horses and ponies in a range of sizes.
The judge was the very experienced Jessica
Meredith. The weather was perfect and the
atmosphere was filled with chatter, laughter and
applause. As well as ribbons and sashes, lollies
and chocolates were passed around to all the
entrants from both Jessica and the club. Mothers
were also given lovely gifts to mark Mothers Day.
In addition to class ribbons, nine Champions, two
Supreme Exhibit awards (one each for ponies and
horses), a Groom award and a Judge’s Choice
award were distributed. Many awards also carried
prizes.

First up from the Camden Club was Greg
McDonald driving Glencoe Fingal in the Novice
tests. He was followed by Charlotte Hyles driving
Craignair Percy (Choccie), Sally Crowell driving
Madison Park Hywell (Monty) and Danni FireflyKaton driving Arcadian Allegro Jazz (Queen Bea)
in the Preliminary tests.
Choccie had been working well and this was his
first experience of official graded dressage. Sally
and Monty did an outstanding test on the first day
and easily qualified. Danni who has never driven a
dressage test before, learnt quickly to guide Queen
Bea with improvement in every test.
The trip was well worthwhile as everyone
successfully qualified and Camden members even
cracked the 60% mark to come home with our first
dressage grading points.
A big Thank You to everyone who pitched in to
make these two qualifying days happen. Yvonne
Wood excelled as usual, organising the secretarial
duties. Judges Sue Plath and John White patiently
judged 26 tests each day. When drivers were not
competing they offered to pencil for the judges or
collect papers. Greg and Alison McDonald took
care of the scoring, punching out quick results and
percentages for grading points. Ellmore Club
members set up the dressage arena and Graeme
Dowling even opened the local stock route for us
to have a pleasure drive. Peter Dunn set up a drum
for our camp fire. We all worked constructively
together for the enjoyment of everyone.

Junior driver Hunter Thoburn with Elizabeth O’Brien
driving Bundy at the Show (M O’Brien)

The Supreme Horse was Soho Eros driven by
Fiona Ziebens whilst Tanlee Ronan driven by
Trina Redgwell was the Supreme Pony. Both
winners received beautiful paintings by former
Liverpool Range Club member Robbie Duck.
The Club’s next activity is its Indoor/Outdoor
Event at Moonbi on June 11/12 2022. Its August
event will be a CDE Clinic to be run by Brendan
Dwyer, whilst September 10/11 2022 will see the
first round of the CDE Spring Series being run at
Moonbi.
Camden Harness Club
Charlotte Hyles: Our carefully planned Driven
Dressage Qualifying days at Bundanoon on March
25/26 2022 were going to be a total wash out as
the rain poured down, but a last minute solution
was found thanks to Graeme Dowling and the
Ellmore Club, and the event was moved to
Boorowa Showground.
Competitors were quickly notified of the change of
venue. It was still raining when we left a very
soggy Camden and continued to rain all the way to
Goulburn, so it was such a relief to land in a dry
Boorowa. This was the last chance for drivers who
needed to qualify to compete in the NSW Graded
Dressage Championships at Easter.

Danni Katon driving Queen Bea in the Dressage
Qualifiers (A Wilkinson)

Sunday dawned and Boorowa Pony Clubbers
arrived just as we were planning to go for a
pleasure drive. Greg McDonald gave the Pony
Club children an informative explanation of
harness driving. He introduced the group to
Choccie who was his usual friendly self and
immediately expected treats. Then this awesome
pony showed how he could negotiate Pony Club
bending poles and even gave the braver children a
taste of being driven. Suzi Hodge asked for
feedback and it was a definite ten out of ten. We
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hope that we sparked an interest in harness driving
and maybe a few budding junior drivers.
Carol Fitzpatrick was the TPR for the NSW
Championships CDE at Boorowa, but also took
her horse Ricky to take part in some other events.
She was delighted when she was awarded joint 1st
place in the Park Drive/Street Parade.

arrived on Saturday morning for the dressage and
(non-competitive) cones event. Despite the usual
issues with Covid and other problems, seventeen
tests were driven each day. Our hosts, Ross and
Miriam Carbery, opened their fantastic property
for us to enjoy. The preparation for the event was
meticulous – down to supplying each participant
with a sample bag from Ranvet.
Fortunately, the weather was fine and clear, if a
little chilly overnight, so the ground was ideal for
driving. The event was a weekend of learning, not
a competition, and we were encouraged to ask
many questions to help develop a better
understanding of dressage. We also had the
opportunity to drive a well-designed cones course
without timing or pressure as many times as we
wished.
The idea with the dressage was that each
participant would drive a test and have a critique
discussion with the judges in the arena
immediately after finishing. The driver could
choose to have fence-sitters come in for the
conversation or not. So we had the scene of the
two judges, and up to ten observers gathered
around the carriage, while clarifying the reasons
for the modifiers applied to movements in the
preceding test. In several cases, the driver would
rework a part of the test to practise a skill, after the
assessment. We followed the same programme on
both days.

Carol Fitzpatrick and Ricky in the Street Parade amidst
the colourful roses in Boorowa (P Salter)

The May Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon was
threatened to be wet-weather cancelled. However
the Southern Highlands Club was able to transfer
lessons onto the sensational Shibumi all-weather
driving arena, nearby.
Camden has been flooded and the continual
showers have made driving boggy, slippery and
generally unsafe. It was therefore great for
Camden Club drivers to get away and be able to
drive again.
Sally Crowell drove Monty and Danni FireflyKaton drove Queen Bea. Drivers were escorted
from the camping ground along the road to
Shibumi where they enjoyed the absolute luxury of
a purpose built driven dressage arena, offering a
wonderful driving surface on which to have their
lessons.
Charlotte Hyles took her young horse, Marvin, and
Greg McDonald took Fingal to improve their longrein driving techniques.
As always, these Clinics are about the social side
as much as the lessons. Thanks again Phil for a
great Clinic and Southern Highlands members for
your hospitality and your ‘Can Do’ attitude.

Judges in discussion with Greg McDonald after driving
a dressage test (A McDonald)

Many participants did not know our two judges,
who came from a mostly ridden dressage
background, so we had a fresh perspective in the
discussions. They were Suzan McDermott who
comes from Hobart, where she is a riding coach
and has recently completed her ACDS dressage
judging qualification, and Mark Claanan, from
Victoria, who has ridden in dressage and show
jumping up to Olympic level and has FEI coaching
qualifications. Their comments were insightful and
encouraging for every driver.
On Saturday night, we had the event dinner
(thanks again to the tireless Border crew) and a
workshop with talks by Sue Plath (NSW Dressage
Convenor) and the two judges for the weekend.

Border Carriage Club
Greg McDonald (Camden Club): The Border Club
held a Dressage Protocol weekend at Carbery
Estate, Mullengandra, on the weekend of May
21/22 2022. The first participants arrived on
Thursday, most came on Friday, and a few locals
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The discussion was lively and thought-provoking.
We were given hand-out packages with written
presentations about several aspects of driven
dressage (lots more to work through at home). We
wrapped up the evening with a slide show
presented by Mark Claanan.
All in all, it was a great weekend of driving!

amazes me and is hard to comprehend the size of
the plains.
Our next club drive is the annual Charlie Phillips
Memorial Drive on June 17-19 2022 at Round Hill
Piallaway, hosted by Alison and Darcy Richards.
On July 22-24 2022 Don Thomas and Geoff
Skewes are running a club drive at the Kooba
Performance Horses property near Kingswood,
Tamworth. Then on August 27 – 28 2022 there
will be another drive at The Dip Breeza hosted by
Kate Wilson and Sam Clift.
September 10-17 2022 will be our annual Club
Spring Drive, which will be held at Spring Ridge.
After two years on hold from Covid, a great week
of driving is assured.

Liverpool Range Harness Club
Peter Honeyman; The Liverpool Range Club held
a drive on May 20 – 22 2022 at The Dip, Breeza.
On Friday May 20 Trina Mizzi, Geoff Skewes and
Kate Wilson went for a drive around the cotton
fields. Trish and Peter Honeyman arrived later that
afternoon and set up camp. We all had dinner in
the cottage next to the fire that night.
Saturday saw Don Thomas and Bill Greer arrive.
We all harnessed up and left at 10.30am with Sam
Clift as escort driver. We had six sulkies on this
drive and it took us past big pockets of land
formerly owned by Shenhua Coal and now owned
by Wormald. We then drove through Breeza State
Forest, and on the other side drove past big
feedlots and paddocks with a few thousand head of
Wagyu cattle.

On the black soil plains amongst cotton paddocks
(P Honeyman)

Hills District Harness Club
The Hills Club was well represented at the Sydney
Royal by Karen Silvester, David and Julia
Cranwell, Dave and Brendan Neil and Nigel
Burton, with all bringing home ribbons. Mark
Glendenning, who has recently joined the Hills
Club, was another successful competitor at the
Royal.
At the end of April the Club held a non
competition Activity Day at Rossmore, with nine
turnouts taking part in fine sunny weather.
Everyone appreciated the opportunity to get out
and drive. Unfortunately the planned weekend of
training and pleasure driving at Lemon Tree in mid
May had to be postponed due to the state of the
grounds. The Club’s next event is the annual
Winter Gymkhana at Rossmore on June 26 2022.
Bruce and Elizabeth Hammond have had a busy
time over the last 18 months mainly being officials
at a wide range of events in southern NSW and
northern Victoria. These appointments have been
interspersed with getting their pair of Welsh cobs
Rascal and Mate going together, including having

Drivers in the Breeza State Forest (P Honeyman)

A total of 27km was travelled. We all sat around a
big bonfire on Saturday night and were joined by
Alison Richards and Chris Mizzi.
Sunday morning we were joined by Club members
Mark Murphy and Kevin Taylor, and Sam
Williams from the Gulgong Club. We headed
across the plain beside cotton and big irrigation
channels and a huge dam, onto Sam’s brother’s
property and then onto some of the Duddys’
property before turning around and heading back.
A total of 22km was driven.
This was a very relaxing weekend of drives, with a
lot of walking, and great weather. A total of nine
sulkies attended. A big thank you must go to Kate
Wilson and Sam Clift for a top weekend. It always
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some lessons, and competing at a couple of events.
Bruce and Elizabeth have both been much sought
after as officials, Elizabeth often as a dressage
judge and Ground Jury member and Bruce mainly
as a TD (Technical Delegate) or a cones judge.

competition will use the dressage tests for the next
year to be driven at both the Victorian & NSW
Driven Dressage Championships later in the year.
The club will also be holding two practice
weekends to get members ready for the Level 4
CDE to be held September 10/11 2022. This event
will be one of the first CDEs in Spring and is a
good chance to give seasoned horses a run, and
new drivers to get some valuable experience
without pressure.
Hill Tops Carriage Driving Club
Tess Smith: Hill Tops Club members have been
busy little beavers, getting back into the swing of
things after the long Covid sojourn.
The Club ran a Cones Spectacular and our annual
Anne Synnot Cup Graded Dressage Qualifier at
Marrar Gymkhana Reserve in March. Sherylyn
Crisp designed a variety of Cones courses which
provided ample entertainment. The courses were
designed in such a way that although the course
remained the same it was driven differently each
time. First it was a standard course, then it was
driven through backwards from 20 to 1. This was
followed by driving the odd numbers through to
the even numbers. Then there was another course,
where you drove from 1 to 5 and through a
narrower ‘Joker’ cone, before going through it
after each set of 5 cones until finished. All in all it
proved fun but quite challenging and a bit of a
strain on the old brain!
The Anne Synnot Cup had some lovely turnouts
combined with some very nice driving. The Single
Preliminary class was won by Nicole Barry driving
the lovely Prada Pines Clancy. In the Single
Novice class Lorraine Cairns, all the way from
Victoria drove a very nice test to win her class
with new pony Carlisle Straw.

Bruce and Elizabeth Hammond with Mate and Rascal at
the Cones Spectacular at Marrar (T Smith/A Devlin)

They finally managed to compete with the pair in
the March 2022 Cones Spectacular run by Hill
Tops Club at Marrar, and the ponies didn’t
disappoint, coming home with their first ribbon.

Kirsten Feddersen’s Zed with Julia Cranwell in the
background at the Hills Activity Day (J Muspratt)

On a very sad note, Mary and David Grant lost
their wonderful pony Darlea Oakey Glen and their
stallion Darlea Legend early in April, both with
colic. A tribute to Oakey appears later in this Whip
Around.
Murrumbidgee Carriage Driving Club
Robyn Schmetzer: The Murrumbidgee Club is
holding a club practice weekend on May 28/29
2022 to prepare new members and our two new
junior members for the Double Qualifier Driven
Dressage weekend on June 18/19 2022. This

Tess Smith and Warren Harris driving Koriana
Absolute Star and Koriana Lone Star (A Devlin)

The Single Elementary class was won by Gail
Bain driving the big grey Galty Mountain Boy.
The Single Open class was won by the always
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stunning Seawynd Moonshadow driven by Belinda
Casper, whilst the Single Advanced class was won
by the unflappable Shepherds Hill Michael and
Gail Bain. Finally the Preliminary Multiple class
was won by Tess Smith driving Koriana Absolute
Star and Koriana Lone Star in a very close
competition.
Winner of the Horse Cup was Gail Bain yet again,
with Shepherd’s Hill Michael, with Lorraine
Cairns winning the Pony Cup driving Carlyle
Straw. Congratulations to all and to the other
competitors and placegetters who really stepped it
up in the dressage ring!
Looking ahead, Hill Tops Club is hosting a Level
3 CDE as part of the Super Series on October 8/9
2022 at Marrar Gymkhana Reserve, Marrar. We
hope to see many drivers coming along and being
a part of this special event.

sportsground, followed by 5-6 kms of bitumen to
home.
After each day’s TPR was done and dusted,
everyone enjoyed a hearty Reedy Creek lunch.
Then the Pleasure Drivers (nine for 3 days, with
three day trippers for Saturday) all harnessed up.
On the Friday afternoon they meandered around
the “back track” of about 7kms. There they could
stop, go back around this or that, but mainly they
all enjoyed the outing.

Reedy Creek Equestrian Club
Steve Kearns: The Club’s Mini Enduro and
Pleasure Driving event was run at Rabbiters Hill,
Jerrawa NSW from May 20-22 2022. We had eight
horse drivers and one solo pony in attendance for
the Enduro, with competitors coming from South
Australia, Victoria and NSW. The horse
component drove between 31km and 36km a day
whilst the pony express challenged 20-23km a day
over the three beautiful days.

Enduro drivers: Damon Allport at left has the yellow
flag as the current leader of the pack (K Silvester)

Saturday was a totally different day for the
pleasure drivers. They undertook the
“strawberries” Scavenger Hunt organised by Ann
and Vanessa Seaton. They found cryptic things
such as the fonz, an underbelly scene, a pot tree,
and an old swaggy having a nap. There were ducks
on the pond, a grave site, hickory dickory dock.
Twenty-one items had to be sighted. By dinner
time, drivers had written out short stories about
their finds for the afternoon and this had everyone
in stitches - a great experience. A terrific meal put
on by Reedy Creek followed.
Of the eight horses and one pony for the Enduro,
three travelled from various locations around
Victoria with two from the Pioneer Carriage
Driving Club and one from Longwood. We had a
couple from South Australia make the trip, as
enduro drives are not very common over there. For
the Pleasure Drive, we had members from
Camden, Hills and Riverina Clubs. Reedy Creek
members took part in both sections. A big thank
you to everyone who made the long distance effort
to participate at Rabbiters Hill, many thanks to the
volunteers for everything they did and thank you
Reedy Creek members for your hard work and
support.
Enduro Results: Horse 1st Damon Allport 2nd
David Cockcroft 3rd Allen Smith Pony: 1st Nikki
Flynn

Judy Emerton, Kath Cole and John Moyes at
Rabbiters Hill (K Silvester)

Friday was mainly gravel with 3km of bitumen.
Saturday was all gravel including the unexpected
left turn into the newly completed “off-road”
section. It’s 9kms uphill and down dale, around
this tree, along that creek bank - a lot of thinking
for both driver and horse.
Sunday had a trip along an old laneway with a
water crossing. Our water stop was in Dalton

Southern Highlands Carriage Club
Yvonne Wood: The Club has welcomed two new
members in the last few weeks, they being Peter
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Cram from Fitzroy Falls, and Danita Phelan from
Bundanoon. Welcome to the Southern Highlands
Club in beautiful downtown Bundanoon.
We were, however, saddened by the recent loss of
our treasured volunteer, Lindsay (Moses)
Reynolds. Our condolences go to Cheryl, their
three boys and their families. A tribute to Lindsay
is in this Whip Around.
It has been very difficult of late to actually conduct
any events or activities, due to the continual rain
and very bad weather that has been around for
such a long time. However, the Southern
Highlands and Camden Clubs’ combined Double
Driven Dressage Qualifiers at the end of March
were able to be held, by transferring the event to
Boorowa Showground, and our thanks go to
Graham Dowling from Ellmore Club, for
organising all this at the last moment. This made a
good number of drivers very happy, as it enabled
them to compete in the NSW Driven Dressage
Championships at Boorowa over Easter.

achievement, with our thanks being relayed to the
Sponsor of this category.
As a result of our grounds being absolutely
waterlogged, most participants in the Phil Marshall
Clinic in May were able to enjoy driving on
Shibumi Equestrian Centre’s beautiful all weather
driving arena instead. This was a highlight for
many. A big thank you to Shibumi for allowing the
hire of the arena. It got us out of trouble and
avoided cancellation of the Clinic.
Southern Highlands Club will be conducting
another AUS POD Session of “Fundamentals
Progress” which follows on from the “Establishing
the Fundamentals”, which concluded recently.
This consists of four Zoom Sessions with the UK
Pod Training Group, which have been specifically
designed for Australian Drivers’ needs. These
have been particularly popular with ACDS drivers
from all states. If you are interested, please contact
Yvonne Wood woodsies2@bigpond.com or mob:
0497 603 424. The cost is $95.00 for the four
sessions, which is rather good value considering
the amount of information that is contained
therein. The sessions are booked in for June 28,
July 19, Aug 9 and Aug 30, 2022.

Sally Crowell and Monty and Charlotte Hyles with
Choccie at the Dressage Qualifiers at Boorowa
(A Wilkinson)

A large number of Southern Highlands members
took part in the great mix of competition and
pleasure driving at Boorowa at Easter. They
included drivers Gail Bain and groom Emma
Andreatta, Kirsten Feddersen, Belinda Casper,
Sandra and Lily Quartermaine and David and Sue
Searle, plus Sue Plath, John and Jennifer White,
Tracey Ellis, Yvonne Wood and Tony James who
officiated during the big event. Faye Cairncross
and Southern Highlands Club friend and former
driver, Gil Tucker also helped out with secretarial
work. Elva Macpherson showed wonderful support
to the CDE by sponsoring one of the Marathon
Obstacles. Many thanks to all for your valuable
contribution to our Sport.
The Club has celebrated its 2nd Placing in the UK
Carriage Driving Magazine’s new category of
“Best International Carriage Driving Club or
Society”. This was such a surprise, as we had to
compete against national bodies as well, so when
joining the Zoom Presentation Event with a
Champagne Breakfast at the Club, early in March,
at 6.30am, we were over the moon with our

Southern Highlands member Gail Bain and Shepherd’s
Hill Michael, winners of the Horse section of
the Anne Synnot Cup at Marrar (S Crisp)

The Club has been successful in gaining a
“Queen’s Jubilee Tree Planting Grant”, which will
enable us to make some environmentally friendly
additions to our grounds, in the way of a
Commemorative Obstacle and Quarry Road
perimeter tree planting work, together with
commemorative plaques etc. Grant recipients have
to conduct some form of Commemorative Event,
so that this auspicious occasion can be celebrated
for many years to come by the Club, drivers, local
community and visitors. The Final of the Level 3
CDE Super Series in October will honour this
celebration by having an Official Opening, to be
performed by Angus Taylor MP, who has been
instrumental in helping us gain funds for solar
panels as well as the Jubilee Tree Planting Grant.
During the winter months the Club will be
concentrating on some clubhouse refurbishment,
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the planting of trees and building of a new
obstacle, the latter being part of our Queen’s
Jubilee Tree Planting Grant funding. There will
also some forest drives and a few Club days.
We are looking forward to the Spring Super Series
of Level 3 CDEs. This was instigated by the Club
to encourage less experienced CDE drivers to take
part in a Series. The Final will be held at
Bundanoon on October 29/30 2022. The other
CDEs in the Series will be run at Moonbi on Sept
10/11 (Tamworth Club), Witwood Sept 24/25
(Bungendore Club) and Marrar Oct 8/9 (Hill Tops
Club). All drivers are welcome to participate, so
join in and compete in three out of the four
Competitions to be eligible for the prizemoney and
other prizes being awarded at the Final
Competition at Bundanoon. “It is the Best Fun
You Can Have Sitting Down”!

Pat Thomson: The Robert Allport Memorial
Enduro, Boorowa 2022.
It was an honour that my first Enduro with my
horse, Olivia May, was the Robert Allport Mini
Enduro at Boorowa 2022. I never had the pleasure
of meeting Robert Allport, my great loss from
what I heard amongst the yarns about the man.
Olivia May and I are a team, that’s for sure. She is
one of a kind - a Standie off the track. I bought her
a few years back, from a friend, who bred her,
trained her and raced her. She is quiet he told me,
really quiet.
Well, Olivia is quiet in traffic and quiet to drive,
on one condition. In Olivia’s world, there is no
stopping once you get going. Being out for a drive
is not the time to stop and eat the roses, or admire
the view. In Olivia’s world, standing is what you
do in the paddock under a tree, not out on the road
during a drive.
I said we are a team. Well yes, we are two of a
kind. I sometimes need to ‘get there’ as fast as I
can. Where I’m ‘getting to’ isn’t in the equation, it
just needs to be done without fluffing around and
asap, leaving all in my wake, if they are not
switched on to ‘me’.
A few years back I decided to train Olivia for her
first Enduro. It started great, but the more I
worked her, the more her race day PTS came to the
surface. Each time I harnessed her, the more she
acted out and got anxious. She got so bad, I made
the decision to withdraw her.
So, along comes Boorowa 2022. I was determined
that now was the time to embark on another
Enduro adventure. I only had time to get a base
level of training on her, and not what I felt was
“real fitness” for the event.
On arrival at the Boorowa Showgrounds, I tried
hard not to be noticed, to be insignificant and out
of the way. Olivia was having none of that.
Boorowa Showground also has a race track. I set
up camp overlooking the race track - great
planning! I set up a portable yard near me. As
soon as Olivia was put in it she proceeded to stand
at one side of the yard and charge the other side to
escape. She made sure everyone knew we had
arrived.
I just wanted to pack up and come home, and I
think I would have, if not for the encouragement of
the Endurance gang at Boorowa. My dear friend
and mentor, Rosemary Laing, was arriving the
next day along with the ever eloquent, Faye
Barnes, whom I also needed, to keep some sanity
and zen in “Camp Olivia’’. I had a great team
coming together to get Team Olivia to the start line
on the first day. We had already succeeded in
achieving a personal best, just by getting Olivia
and me to Boorowa.
Rosemary and Faye arrived at “Camp Olivia” to
find me a nervous wreck, with Olivia taking the
lead in showing off my lack of horse handling

Hunter Horse Driving Society
RDA NSW has bestowed a very special award on
very deserving and long standing RDA volunteer
and Hunter Club member Rosemary Laing.
Rosemary is the 2022 recipient of the Pearl
Bachelor OAM Volunteer of the Year Award.
Pearl Bachelor founded the NSW Branch of RDA
(Riding for the Disabled) in 1972. Rosemary has
been an RDA Coach and Carriage Driving Whip
for many years, connected to the Raymond
Terrace/Lower Hunter Group.

Rosemary Laing and Tinker in 2017 on a Liverpool
Range Club Charity Drive (P Fitzpatrick)

Over about the last 30 years she has concentrated
on RDA carriage driving firstly using her pony
Gumnut, then Busy Lady and in more recent times
her wonderful pony Tinker. Rosemary and Tinker
are regulars at the RT/LH (Stroud) Group
operating at the Stroud Showground. A celebration
and congratulations luncheon followed a recent
carriage driving session at Stroud Showground
with drivers, volunteers and carers present.
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knowledge. She was kicking, biting, and jumping
around as I harnessed her for a practice drive.
Enduro Day 1 came. I got up early and along with
Rosemary, managed to throw a harness on Olivia
any old how and got in the cart. Olivia and I did
our own little Enduro during the warm up, but as I
turned her towards the starting area, she turned
into a different horse. She walked calmly and
peacefully along the road to the starting line.
Rosemary and Faye thought I’d changed horses.

ride I got to the first two drivers. I sat in behind
them, just close enough so Olivia’s snorting hot
breath went straight down the back of the driver in
front of me. Olivia had ideas of overtaking, I
didn’t have the same race plan, so we sat in third
position all the way home. I knew she was not in
the same league of fitness as the first two
competitors.
The Enduro competitors were a great bunch of
people, with lots of knowledge to share. I learnt
heaps from the other drivers, the organisers and
also Olivia. Olivia did better than anyone
(including me) expected. I can’t wait to train her
for her next Enduro. We have many more miles
to cover together and many more memories to
make. I guess Olivia and I will never slip quietly
under the radar wherever we go, our presence is
just too large and that’s what makes us a great
team.
I’m so glad I chose Boorowa for our first Enduro.
Everyone was so welcoming to a couple of misfits
like Olivia and me. I have Enduro racing in my
blood now……. (Ed. Pat and Olivia finished 6th
out of 9 in their class)

Pat Thomson with Olivia ready to start on the Robert
Allport Memorial Enduro at Boorowa (F Barnes)

The countdown was called, and I was in shock as
to how quiet Olivia stood at the starting line and
didn’t move. When we were told to go Olivia
didn't move a muscle. I was laughing so hard, I let
her cherish this moment of comedy. I explained to
her that we can go now, so off we trotted like a
well controlled team. We got onto the road just as
a ute when past. Crikey, Olivia knew where she
was now, this was the start of a race. In her mind
all races start with a ute. Yippee, as she took off
down the road, throwing in a few bucks. This was
fun!
Somehow or somewhere we overtook some
drivers, not sure if I even remember seeing them.
We came home in third place. This was a surprise
for me and a surprise for the other competitors,
who thought we were a lost cause. I did too.
The second day started the same, with Olivia
showing off her best kicking and biting skills. I
got smart and harnessed her up before anyone else
so as to keep her calm.
The rest break involved sitting in your cart and not
getting out. Well, Olivia does not stand still.
After nearly running over the water helpers, I was
sent up a nearby lane out of the way. When we
were called in to go, Olivia took off like a rocket,
so fast I thought she’d blow a piston. I took her
down a lane to give her a rest and a drink on her
own. Everyone passed us, a few scratching their
heads as to how they beat us home.
The third day we went off in 2 minute intervals.
Olivia soon saw horses ahead of her and it was on.
She just wanted to chase. Somewhere during the

Enduro competitors and officials at Boorowa
(J Tonkiss)

VALE: LINDSAY (MOSES) REYNOLDS
by Yvonne Wood
Lindsay or Moses, as we mostly referred to him,
came into our Carriage Driving circle some ten or
more years ago, purely because he had seen us
driving at an activity in Bowral, and decided that
he would like to become involved somehow with
our Sport.
This was the Southern Highlands Club’s lucky
day, as from then on Moses regularly offered his
always competent services, and later on his wife
Cheryl’s as well with the catering department of
the Club, to perform any type of volunteer work
that we could find for him.
Moses became our “Dressage Marshall
Extraordinaire” at all Competitions, big and small.
He did such an outstanding job that other
neighbouring clubs sought his services as well. He
brought dedication, style and sophistication to his
position, as he was always dressed immaculately,
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and so set the standard for others who followed
him. Moses’ jovial and friendly nature was always
evident, and all competitors and organisers loved
him for that. We all enjoyed his continual supply
of jokes – good or bad!

VALE: DARLEA OAKEY GLEN
5/8/04 – 4/4/22 by Mary Grant (Hills Club)
Oakey came into our lives over 15 years ago by
chance. He was a Christmas present for my
husband David, because I thought he’d love a
horse as a present as much as I would. Oakey was
a ‘reject’ the prior owners said. He was covered in
Qld itch and their daughter was not interested in a
pony with no mane or tail. He got off the float and
put his head down and from that day forth he never
stopped eating or getting better.
The breeders bred the Darlea bloodline to be
children’s ponies and harness ponies. After being
educated to harness at two, Oakey was sold to the
family we bought him from. We paid $400 for
him. We had a friend in carriage driving who knew
the Darlea family, and they suggested we try him
in harness.
From that moment forward, Oakey never looked
back. We got harness classes back up and running,
and continuing to this day, at Macksville,
Bellingen and Coffs Harbour, and Oakey went to
all these shows. He won his first Supreme Harness
Exhibit at Inverell, but on the way home developed
travel sickness, putting him out of action for a
couple of weeks.
After two years back in harness and getting enough
points to qualify, Oakey went to Sydney Royal. He
was the best sort of pony to compete with - no high
stepping action, but his looks and temperament
were to die for. He never batted an eyelid at the
fireworks and took everything in his stride. His
breeders were in the stands and were so proud to
see one of their ponies attending a Royal. To this
day no other Darlea gelding has done so. He did
not put a foot wrong and enjoyed a bucket of hot
chips after every event, which my husband David
thought he deserved.

Lindsay Reynolds

He later on became the Club Secretary for a few
years, with Cheryl’s assistance, and together they
performed a wonderful and important job for
Southern Highlands Club. They came to many of
our social activities which Moses always enjoyed
immensely, so the contribution that Moses and
Cheryl both made to the Club’s progression was
huge, and we cannot thank them enough for that.
It is with such sadness that we had to say goodbye
to Moses, as we have lost a true friend, a great
gentleman, and a fantastic volunteer, but hope that
we can still keep Cheryl within our fold, for she as
well is such a lovely and caring person, and a
cherished friend of the Club.
We express our most sincere condolences to
Cheryl, Paul, Josh, Mick and their families, and
hope that they come through this extremely sad
time, keeping in their hearts the great love and
pride that we know Moses held for them.
We are sure that he will be looking down and
watching everything that goes on, and saying a
couple of words here and there in regard to himself
having to miss out. Rest easy mate.

Mary Grant and Darlea Oakey Glen
at the Sydney Royal

After we returned from the Royal, our coach
decided Oakey should become a school master and
teach others to drive because of his unflappable
nature, ability to adapt to the driver in the seat and
his excellent response to driving aids. He was
known for this and everyone who drove Oakey or
learned how to drive through him can vouch for
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that. If you didn’t know what to do, he would just
stop, and when you got it right he’d respond. He
would stand for hours while you learnt where all
the bits and pieces of harness needed to go and if
they were on back to front or upside down, he’d
just remain still and quiet. He never kicked,
bucked or bit anyone ever, and tolerated
everything thrown at him from students and his
human mum.
He was a pair dream, calming the one next to him.
If they mucked up, he’d pin those ears and just
look at the other pony, and they would ‘pull their
head in’ so to speak. He loved the beach and water
and this helped with water obstacles and teaching
others to charge in, head first, no fear.

2022 SYDNEY ROYAL REPORT
by Janet Muspratt
The Sydney Royal was back much like its usual
self this year after being cancelled in 2020 and
having a reduced program last year. It was
especially good that the Shetland harness classes
were on the program again. The show started on
Friday April 8 and ran until Tuesday April 19
2022. The weather was variable, but many days
enjoyed sunshine.
All the harness classes were held over the first five
days. Showjumping and a number of breed classes
including Australian Stockhorses, Clydesdales,
Percherons, Shires, Shetlands, Miniature Ponies
and Australian National Saddle Horses shared the
arena with the harness classes at different times.
The Light Harness classes had very pleasing entry
numbers. Approximate counts from the catalogue
entries were: Hackney horses 9 (5 last year),
Hackney ponies 5 (5), Non Hackney horses 10 (7),
Non Hackney ponies 32 (28), Shetlands 30 (no
classes in 2021) and Miniature ponies 12 (11). It
was good to see a number of new drivers and new
horses and ponies taking on the big time amongst
the best in the land, and doing well, too. As usual,
the standard was very high across the board both in
the array of buggies, sulkies, viceroys and other
vehicles, and amongst the horses and ponies.

Mary Grant and Carol Fitzpatrick with Oakey and
Damar Glen Whinnona (Whinnie) at the
2021 Hills Club Gymkhana (P Fitzpatrick)

Oakey was boss of the paddock and when we
found his sister, Darlea Ribbon, we brought her
home too. Like most siblings, they did not agree
on much, but they both loved Oakey’s girlfriend
and longtime partner in harness Damar Glen
Whinnona (aka Whinnie).
It was an horrendous 18 hours – Sunday
afternoon/night through to Monday morning. Our
Oakey fought so hard because he knew we
couldn’t live without him and because we kept
saying ‘don’t go’. He was trying his hardest not to,
he was just so obedient, but in the end he had to
leave us, as strong as he was. He had stricture
colic, a killer genetic malformation, the vet said.
Since Oakey has passed, Ribbon and Whinnie
have been paddock buddies and have helped each
other through this rough time. Oakey will be
remembered for his unflappable nature, his good
looks, the insatiable appetite for Coca Cola and hot
chips, his patience when teaching and more
importantly as a family member and friend. He
will be missed by all who ever got to meet and/or
drive him. He was that one in a million, that true
one in a million unicorn.

Tamworth Club member Fiona Ziebens with Soho Eros
(K Underwood)

The Business, Delivery and Turnout entries were
well up in numbers from last year, totalling about
41 compared to 31 last year. This ring is always a
treat to watch with wonderful traditional vehicles
and very smart show carts out on display, being
drawn by beautifully presented horses.
Across all the harness classes, approximately 23
(13 last year) ACDS members exhibited about 34
horses and ponies. Entering the Royal requires
considerable effort and expenditure so many
thanks must go to these people for their
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enthusiasm in keeping the tradition going. They
included Karl Olsson, Fiona Ziebens, Wendy
Ragg, Amanda Proctor, Max Pearce, Peter and Sue
White, Brendan and Dave Neil, Emily Thompson,
Jen Brennan, Carolyn and Amanda Blakeley,
David and Julia Cranwell, Karen Silvester,
Ashleigh and Robin Allison Woods, Ryan Ward,
Nigel Burton, Sharon Clarke, Kathy and Steve
Brammall, and new member Mark Glendenning.
The harness classes were also supported in another
way by the ACDS, with the Hills District Harness
Club continuing its long time prizemoney
contribution to two light harness classes.
In the Light Harness ring, Rick Jones judged the
Hackneys, Barry Waddell judged the Non
Hackneys whilst Alan Evans was the Shetland
harness judge. The Miniature Pony judge was Viv
Motbey.
Some of the more notable results in the Light
Harness Ring were:
Supreme Champion Hackney Horse or Pony:
Viscountshill Cadillac(imp) Esther Goodwin (Vic)
Supreme Champion Non Hackney Horse or Pony:
Roseair Manikato Corinne Collins & Andrew
James (Vic)
Supreme Champion Turnout: Roseair Manikato
Corinne Collins & Andrew James (Vic)
Best Sulky or Buggy Horse: Makari Blue Danube
Max Pearce, Leah Montefiore & Jennifer Brennan
(NSW)
Champion Non Hackney Pony: Roseair Manikato
Corinne Collins & Andrew James (Vic)
Champion Hackney Pony: Glenwood Limited
Edition Ragg & Proctor Family Show Team
(NSW)
Champion Shetland Pony in Harness: Balnagown
Bonnie Laird Corinne Collins & Andrew James

Champion Shetland Pony Turnout: Balnagown
Bonnie Laird Corinne Collins & Andrew James
(Vic)
Best Miniature Pony in Harness and winner of
Prize Rug in memory of Christine Burton :
Ambaura Jamal Icie Munzenberger (NSW)
Light Harness Turnout on Parade: Traditional
Vehicle 1st Rosymoon Siegfried Karen Silvester
(NSW) Show Vehicle 1st Moogully Farm Patanne
Shelley Brodie (NSW)
In the Business, Delivery and Turnout Ring
Leicester Dewsbury judged the Traditional Vehicle
classes and Ian Stewart-Koster judged the Non
Traditional Vehicle classes.
The major awards included:
Champion Single Horse Business Turnout: Dash
Paul & Denese Ward (NSW)
Champion Multiple Horse Business Turnout:
Tullymore Sir Thomas, Murroka Sam, Murroka
Herman, Tullymore Sir Damon, McMurchie
Ingram Demore Park & Murroka Clydesdales
(NSW)
Champion Delivery Horse – Traditional Australian
Vehicle: Dash Paul & Denese Ward (NSW)
Champion Show Driving Horse – Non Traditional
Vehicle: Murroka Miriam Two Murroka &
Carbery Estate (Vic)
Business/Delivery Vehicle on Parade: Carbery
Estate Believe in Dreams & Carbery Estate
Hollywood Achiever Sharon Clarke (NSW)
The show was again a great advertisement to the
public showing the elegance of carriage driving
together with a reminder of the working life of
heavy horses in the past.
(Ed. More Show photos in the June 2022 Journal)

Nikki Flynn

Peter and Sue White
Graeme and Debbie Dowling

STREET PARADE at the
BOOROWA EASTER EVENT
Photos by Pam Salter
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Damon and Kimberley Allport

