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Kristy French enjoying the drive with Wheelie at the Tamworth Club  

CDE Clinic at Moonbi in August (E O’Brien) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DEADLINE FOR NEXT ‘WHIP AROUND’ November 20 2020 

Date and venue for the next NSW Branch Meeting to be confirmed. 

Contact the Secretary John Tonkiss on 

      carriagedrivingnsw@live.com.au or 0409 669 271 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                         Drivers following a lane on the Henry Lawson Pilgrimage Drive in 2016 (P Fitzpatrick)  
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NSW ACDS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020-2021   
Club Secretaries : To avoid significant clashes, always submit proposed calendar dates to the NSW Calendar 

coordinator for checking – Tracey Ellis scribblegum64@gmail.com or ph 0402 854 696 

 **The holding of each of these events will be subject to the Covid-19 regulations in place at the time **  

DATE                        EVENT DETAILS        CONTACT 

Sept                                         2020  

5-6 Denman Drive Hunter Club Mick Carey 0402 283 789 

19-26 Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon                            postponed Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

20 Harness Gymkhana at Moonbi Tamworth Club Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726 

26-27 Level 3 CDE at Murrami                                           postponed Kerrie Rosetta 0428 414 518 

Oct   

3-5 Enduro and Pleasure Drive at Marrar    Reedy Creek Club John Moyes 02 4837 3023 

10-11 NSW Dressage Championships at Witwood            postponed Dot Willcoxson 0418 689 673 

18 Dressage & Show Driving Clinic at Moonbi Tamworth Club Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726 

25 Training Day at Rossmore    Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 
31- Nov1 Level 3 CDE at Hinemoa, Grenfell   Ellmore Club Brendan Dwyer 0407 838 700 

Nov   

8 Max Saunders Memorial Sporting Day at Moonbi Tamworth Club Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726 

14-15 Level 2 CDE at Longwood VIC Alex McGuire 0422 362 176 

22 S’thern NSW Show Driving Championships Holbrook Border Club  Pam Salter 0439 336 769 

Dec   

5-6 Obstathon and Pleasure Drive Reedy Creek Club Amanda Blakeley 0417 228 814 

13 Christmas Lunch and Auction   Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

Jan                                     2021  

30 Evening BBQ  Hills Club Angela Eberle 0407 287 922 

Feb   

25-Ma1 Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

26-28 CANBERRA ROYAL SHOW at EPIC, Canberra  

28 Pleasure Drive Scheyville National Park      Hills Club Angela Eberle 0407 287 922 

March   

13-14 Graded Dressage and Munro Cup at Witwood  Bungendore Club Dot Willcoxson 0418 689 673 

14 Sports Day at Rossmore  Hills Club  Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

20-21 TBC    Joe Hawkins Cup at Marrar Riverina Club Mal Welsh 0459 903 560 

April   

1-12 SYDNEY ROYAL SHOW  

11 Activity Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

29-3Ma Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

May   

16-17 Graded Dressage & Indoor Event  Bundanoon  Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

23 Activity Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

June   

13 Winter Gymkhana at Rossmore Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

July   

8-12 Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

25 Activity Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

Aug   

8 Interclub Challenge Day at Rossmore Hills, Camden, S/Highlands Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

Sept   

2-6 Phil Marshall Clinic at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

12 Dressage Cones & Mini Marathon Day at Rossmore Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

Oct   

16-17 CDE Level 3 at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club Yvonne Wood 0497 603 424 

24 Instruction Day at Rossmore  Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

Nov   

14 Activity Day at Rossmore Hills Club Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW PANEL CONVENORS FOR 2020 2021 

 

To be Confirmed 

mailto:scribblegum64@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT    

from  Peter Dunn (22/8/20) 
Carriage Driving under Covid-19 

Hello all. As I write to you today all things 

concerning carriage driving in NSW are much 

different to what they were just a few months ago. 

Thank goodness we are not living in Victoria but 

who knows what may happen in the next few 

weeks. I ask all clubs and members to make sure 

they are following State guidelines as published on 

the following State government website “What 

you can and can’t do under the rules” 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-

cant-do-under-

rules?fbclid=lwAR2766rrZrmPziYMio5DDEA5Fw5qa

e6uM8vQBjzNDjZiS7EgHIAZnjr_OAQ  
Unfortunately due to Covid-19 issues we are not 

able to have an AGM with members present. After 

talking with Fair Trading NSW we are allowed to 

have digital meetings up to September 26 2020. 

We do not have to have an Annual General 

Meeting this year.   By August 28 all votes will be 

in from the Branch Committee (Executive and 

Club Delegates) for the election of the two Vice 

President positions currently vacant on the 

Executive. The results will be posted on the web 

and club secretaries will be notified. 

Whilst most of our four legged friends are 

enjoying their vacation in the paddock, it’s good to 

see some members still getting out there as the 

weather permits. Recently the Reedy Creek Club 

enjoyed a weekend of driving on Steve and Tracey 

Kearnes’ property Rabbiters Hill near Jerrawa, and 

more recently the Gulgong Club held its annual 

Men’s Drive at Byrock, with about nine members 

attending from various clubs. Both these clubs 

followed Covid Safety Plans, as all clubs must, for 

organised events. I have distributed sample safety 

plans and checklists used at the Reedy Creek drive 

to the club presidents for clubs to use for their 

activities.    

On August 18 I had a Zoom meeting with the 

presidents of all but two NSW Branch clubs. It 

was very good to have this get together, see 

everybody and get their comments re the current 

situation. This was an initial informal meeting to 

see how it would go with a larger number of 

participants. The Branch Executive has had a few 

of these meetings to discuss matters that have 

arisen.   

It was decided at the meeting to hold a Branch 

General Meeting with club delegates in September 

(date to be advised). The delegates will be advised 

of the meeting by the Branch Secretary and their 

club secretaries. Log Ins to this meeting will only 

be available to the Executive and the delegates, but 

if other club members wish to participate, they 

may be able to sit in on the meeting with their 

delegates’ permission. An agenda will be sent out 

prior to the meeting. Anyone wishing to ask 

questions is requested to submit these to the 

Branch secretary via their club secretary and 

delegates 24 hours before the meeting.  

 

CLUB NEWS 
Hills District Harness Club 

Long time Hills Club President Dennis Casper has 

decided to retire from the position. Dennis has 

provided very wise and affable leadership over 

many years. A big welcome to Jenny Conquest 

who has stepped up to the position of President. 

Further changes to the committee have occurred 

with the departure from the Sydney region of 

Belinda Casper and husband Mark to Towrang, 

and Alan and Linda Ongley to East Maitland. They 

will be greatly missed after wonderful 

contributions to the running of the club. 

The 2020/2021 Committee is President: Jenny 

Conquest, Vice President: Karen Silvester, 

Secretary: Janet Muspratt, Treasurer: Margaret 

Moore, plus Angela Eberle, Andrea Casper, 

Dennis Casper and Leanne Perceval.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jenny Conquest with Manni and Treacle driving 

in Scheyville National Park (A Eberle) 

 

Whilst no Club events have been held in the last 

six months, several members including Angela 

Eberle, Chris Baker, Leanne Perceval and Jenny 

Conquest have been meeting from time to time to 

drive the bush tracks in Scheyville National Park 

at Oakville. Jenny has recently started driving her 

little pony pair Manni and Treacle again, and 

thoroughly enjoying the experience. Karen 

Silvester has continued to drive Ziggy from home 

at Mt Tomah when weather conditions permit.  

The club has welcomed several new members 

since March – Shannon and Bianca Toomey, Chris 

Baker and Jane Paroissien, but unfortunately no 

Hills events have been able to be held since they 

joined !  

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules?fbclid=lwAR2766rrZrmPziYMio5DDEA5Fw5qae6uM8vQBjzNDjZiS7EgHIAZnjr_OAQ
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules?fbclid=lwAR2766rrZrmPziYMio5DDEA5Fw5qae6uM8vQBjzNDjZiS7EgHIAZnjr_OAQ
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules?fbclid=lwAR2766rrZrmPziYMio5DDEA5Fw5qae6uM8vQBjzNDjZiS7EgHIAZnjr_OAQ
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules?fbclid=lwAR2766rrZrmPziYMio5DDEA5Fw5qae6uM8vQBjzNDjZiS7EgHIAZnjr_OAQ
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There were celebrations in June when Nick and 

Kim (McGregor) Schumacher’s daughter Aurora 

was born. Congratulations! Aurora is the 

granddaughter of long time friends and former 

members of the Club Christine and Barry 

McGregor, who now live at Goolma. Kim has 

recently acquired a new pony so no doubt Aurora 

will be already learning the ropes to do with 

horses! 

 

Hunter Horse Driving Society 

Whilst there haven’t been any official gatherings, 

several Hunter Club members have been meeting 

at various locations for some pleasure driving, in 

the last couple of months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Margie Walmsley with Gossip out on a drive (F Barnes) 

 

Margie Walmsley driving Gossip, Pat Thomson 

with Olivia and Rosemary Laing with Tinker, 

together with Fay Barnes as a general groom, met 

at Pat’s place at Girven between Booral and 

Buladelah and did a 14km road drive. They went 

as far as they could along the road until stopped by 

a locked gate beside a cattle grid. It was a very 

enjoyable drive on a fairly flat dirt road, with 

virtually no traffic. There is a possibility that 

Council will make improvements soon, and a 

much longer drive could be made available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pat Thomson with her Standardbred Olivia  

enjoying a drive on quiet roads (F Barnes) 

 

 

Members met again at a property in Mill Creek 

Road near Stroud more recently for another road 

drive and lunch. Margie, Pat and Rosemary and 

their horses were joined by Warren and Barbara 

Ricketts, Fay Barnes and new Hunter Club 

members Alan and Linda Ongley. Linda 

accompanied Rosemary on the drive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Linda Ongley and Rosemary Laing ready with Tinker 

for the drive along Mill Creek Road (F Barnes) 

 

Morning tea was had first, before the turnouts set 

off on their 12km drive along an undulating road 

through very green countryside consisting of forest 

and open grassland. It was held in beautiful sunny 

weather. Lunch together finished off a very 

enjoyable day.  

 

Tamworth Regional Horse Drawn Club 

Yvette Furner: It was a fabulous day and what a 

great turnout of eager drivers and fence sitters 

were there for the CDE Clinic held at Moonbi on 

August 16 2020. Amanda See and Glen Murray, 

together with son Jackson, came to be our 

instructors for the first club day since the Covid-19 

pandemic started.  

I can’t speak for all those who attended, but I am 

pretty sure we all managed to go for most of the 

day without thinking about Covid-19 much at all. 

It was a wonderful relief and we had a much 

needed relaxing fun time. 

It’s pretty easy to practice safe distancing when 

you are in a carriage driving your horse. 

We started with some question and answer time in 

the morning session, to talk all things CDE. Not 

many of our members have had the experience of a 

CDE so the very comprehensive information that 

Amanda and Glen took us through was fantastic. 

We then walked (on foot) various parts of a CDE - 
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a dressage arena, a cones course and a set of 

obstacles.  

Lunchtime saw the Club AGM being run, with 

committee members elected. All the while, safe 

Covid-19 hygiene was practiced. Once this was all 

finished, we harnessed up and took the horses for a 

whirl through the activities, with our newfound 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annette Parris, Trina Redgwell and Margaret Neely at 

the CDE Clinic at Moonbi (E O’Brien) 

 

I for one had an absolute blast. I didn’t have my 

steed there but several club members let me drive 

their horses, when I wasn’t giving enthusiastic 

encouragement to the other drivers. 

A huge thank you must go to Amanda and Glen 

for making our day not only informative but really 

personalised, with individual help for each of us as 

we tackled the different challenges.  

Our club members are awesome .... generous, kind 

and helpful individuals who are extremely 

supportive. Thank you, and happy driving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yvette Furner driving Lonestar at the 

               CDE Clinic at Moonbi  (E O’Brien) 

Camden Harness Club 

A working bee consisting of Charlotte Hyles, Lew 

McDonnell, Louise and Michael Lyons, Greg 

McDonald, Sally Crowell, Sharna Denning and 

Carol Fitzpatrick recently spent a sunny morning 

measuring out a 100m x 40m dressage arena at 

Rossmore Reserve and placing permanent markers 

into the ground in the vital spots. The bigger arena 

size is now possible due to the removal of a couple 

of trees by Camden Council last year.    

Danni Katon is very pleased with her new pony 

Woronora Ria, recently purchased from Victoria. 

Ria is a Welsh pony, with a lot of harness 

experience under her belt, and Danni is looking 

forward to driving her at club days and other 

events in the coming months.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Danni Katon on one of her first drives with Ria 

                                                           (D Katon)  

 

WEBMASTER’S REPORT – as presented 

for the Branch AGM in August 2020                                                      
My name is Trina Redgwell.  I am a member of the 

Tamworth Regional Horse Drawn Club Inc and a 

passionate carriage driver.  I live on our farm on 

the outskirts of Tamworth along with my husband 

Peter and two sons Angus (12) and Harrison (9).  I 

manage our family business, Hooks Storage Units 

in Tamworth’s Industrial Area, which has been 

owned and operated by my family since 1988.  

My husband is self-employed builder and together 

we also run our farm which operates as a Red 

Angus Stud.  As you can imagine my life is pretty 

busy and yes, I do a lot of paperwork!  I am also 

Treasurer of the TRDHC Inc and now have the 

pleasure of assisting the ACDS NSW Branch as 

Volunteer Webmaster.  I have been enjoying my 

new role as Webmaster and it has been great to 

chat with many different people on the phone and 

building a relationship with carriage drivers around 

our great state.  

 

A few changes have been made to the Facebook 

site in recent months. Group rules have been 

introduced to preserve the integrity of our group.  

All posts to the page (other than the 3 

Administrators) are now screened before being 

approved for public viewing.  It is encouraging to 

see that group numbers have increased with a 

current following of 655 members.   I have been 

changing the cover page each month with an item 

of interest. 

 

 

 



 6 

I welcome Club Secretaries to email me 

trinaredgwell@hotmail.com with schedules to 

upload to Facebook and the webpage.  I do ask that 

these are sent in one document and be in PDF 

format and labelled appropriately eg Munro Cup 

Schedule & Entry Form.  A quick email outlining 

basic event details and contact information for my 

quick reference would also be greatly appreciated.  

I encourage clubs to create an Event on their own 

club page and share to the ACDS NSW Branch 

page for exposure.  With the features on the Events 

facility, it also helps you gauge interest. Don’t 

forget anyone can post on the State Facebook page 

so please utilise it and get the word out. 

NSW Secretary John Tonkiss and I are in talks 

regarding the current web page to upgrade and re 

format to a more user friendly version with more 

up to date information.  Hopefully we will see 

some progress in this regard soon.  I do apologise, 

but I am still working out how to use the site. 

However I am making progress, so please bear 

with me. 

Trina Redgwell    

Email: trinaredgwell@hotmail.com     

Mobile: 0428623392 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trina Redgwell and Rohan with instructor Amanda See 

                                                                   (E O’Brien)   

 

CLUB HISTORIES (Continued from the 

June 2020 Whip Around) 

Central West Horse Driving Society                 

by Peter McIntyre 

This club had its beginnings in 1975 at Parkes. An 

advertisement was put into the local paper and a 

meeting was convened by Bob Douglas and Peter 

McIntyre. Fourteen persons attended and the club 

was formed. We did pleasure driving in the local 

forests and on members’ properties, and Parkes 

Showground was used for events. Members in the 

early days included Peter and Ann McIntyre, Bob 

and Helen Douglas, Bruce and Sue Rowley, Ray 

and Dawn Weir, and Bob and Ann Steel, whilst 

others who soon joined them included Rob and 

Ann Robertson, Ned Curry, and the Garment and 

Garlick families.   

The horses in the early days were mainly part 

Arabs, trotters, Australian ponies, and anything 

that was quiet. Vehicles consisted of sulkies and 

rough traps.   

Visits to Ellmore at Young made some of our 

members keen to try Three Phase driving. The first 

Australian Championships were held at Swan Hill 

in 1979 with 32 horses and 14 ponies, and the club 

at Parkes was represented by Bruce Rowley, Ray 

Weir and Peter McIntyre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Peter McIntyre in an MO at the 2011 CDE at Marrar     

                                (Southern Equine Photography) 

 

Memories of the 1979 Australian Championships 

at Swan Hill 

All competitors were held in a very secure fenced 

area before a parade of the streets of Swan Hill. A 

horse bolted and crashed into everything in its 

path. Bryson Bensley grabbed a trailing rein and 

brought it down. At this event the Annual General 

Meeting of the Australian Driving Society was 

held, and nominations from clubs were taken for 

the 1980 Championships. Several nominations 

were received including Bruce Rowley’s 

nomination of Parkes for the venue. A ballot was 

held and Parkes won. Now Bruce had to break the 

news to the Central West Club, but members 

supported him.  

 

The 1980 Australian Championships at Parkes 

As the club had no experience at running events, it 

was a challenge for all. As well, we conducted the 

Show Driving Championships in the ring at the 

Parkes Showground on the Sunday. A 5 section 

marathon was held over 26km with 8 obstacles in 

Section E. The marathon was over farming country 

with hills and rocks as well as first class areas. The 

cones course held in the showground was a 

nightmare course, with clothes lines flapping, 

sleepers to drive along, goats in pens, water and 

rough bridges. It was meant to sort the well trained 

and fit horses from the rest. 

There were 90 competitors, coming from three 

states. 

 

 

mailto:trinaredgwell@hotmail.com
mailto:trinaredgwell@hotmail.com
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The single inspection of the marathon course was 

an event in itself, with all these competitors to 

accommodate. Three flat top trucks, legs over the 

side, people standing holding onto those beside 

them, much talking and making new friends.  

 

Another very successful event in 1983 saw eleven 

teams competing, and sporting events were run 

under lights on the Saturday night after the 

marathon. Over the 1990s quite a few successful 

events were held and were well attended.     

Although CDE events at Parkes eventually went 

by the wayside, very well attended Endurance 

drives were held at a great driving spot, Fifield, 

50km from Parkes, for many years. The current 

rules for doing timed events on public roads 

unfortunately turned this great endurance event 

into a nightmare for organisers and drivers, and it 

is no more. This has really slowed the club down 

in recent years. However a number of the regular 

Fifield Enduro attendees from across the state still 

gather informally at the Fifield Recreation Ground 

for some camaraderie and pleasure driving each 

year in late April, reliving the great times they had 

in the Enduro years. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gaye Lees clocking in Kath Cole and John Moyes 

at the 2015 Fifield Enduro (G Sinclair) 

Something of Note: I do not know if a member of 

another club has achieved in driving what a past 

member of Central West, Gordon Garlick, did in 

one year 1994: He was Victorian State Champion, 

NSW State Champion, SA State Champion, and 

Australian Champion Pair Driver. (Ed. Two of his 

very willing ponies were bright chestnuts - Copper 

Glitter and Copper Gleam). Gordon is still very 

active, but is now doing team penning on good 

riding horses.    

 

Some other recollections of Peter McIntyre:  

A.D.S. Newsletter Nov 8 1972: The first Publicity 

Officer of the A.D.S., Lorna Howlett, wrote in 

1972 about the Rothmans Driving Show at 

Ellmore: “Two days of pure pleasure. amusement, 

the cream of Australia’s harness horses and ponies, 

plus the most friendly and happy exhibitor spirit I 

have encountered at a show, made for the highest 

possible standard in exhibiting horses. There was a 

complete lack of ‘ribbon hungry’ competition such 

as we unfortunately see in so many showrings 

today. Not one single critical word was heard 

against an award or the judges! No one ran down 

the horse that beat them. Exhibitors seemed much 

more anxious to lend gear and get ‘the other 

fellow’ into the ring than worry about themselves.  

Keep it this way members! You have created 

something quite unique in pleasure driving and 

showing.”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Gordon Garlick’s Copper Glitter and Copper Gleam 

   at the NSW CDE Championships in 1995 (S Kerr)  

                                                                          

Hunter Horse Driving Society 

Founded in 1976, the club started as the Hunter 

Harness Society, but changed to its present name 

to avoid confusion with harness racing.  

Early members included Rod and Sue Ryan, Karl 

Hvirf, Phil and Gerda Endersby, Beryl Wright, 

Don Threlfo, Ray and Judy Hynes and Lindsay 

Harrison to name but a few. 

During the 1980s and 90s the club’s emphasis was 

definitely on CDEs, with the NSW CDE 

Championships being hosted at ‘Felspar’ Seaham 

(1983), Tocal (1991) and Maitland in 1995. The 

highlight of the Feldspar event was the 

participation by invitation of Georgy Bardos, the 

World Champion teams driver from Hungary. He 

was a colourful character by all accounts, who 

drove Rod Ryan’s team of bay Andalusians with 

panache.  

Members also travelled far and wide to compete in 

other CDEs and Championships with a fair amount 

of success, as well as supporting shows both 

locally and the Sydney Royal. The club hosted the 

NSW Show Driving Championships at Singleton 

in 1987 and at Gresford in 2012. Monthly outings 

were organised by members on a roster system, 

with pleasure drives and practice days being 

popular. 
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Interclub Challenge days took place for several 

years between the Hunter, Central Coast, 

Watagans and Mid North Coast clubs. Of all these 

clubs, Hunter is the only one to surviving today in 

its original form. An attempt was made to 

revitalise the interclub format with Tamworth, but 

after a few years it was abandoned due to everyone 

being too busy with other activities. The trophy is 

now being used for the Interclub Distance 

Achievement Award.  

For many years the club had a promotional display 

at the Tocal Small Farms Field Days. These 

proved popular and the club developed a close 

association with Tocal Ag College, holding many 

events and pleasure drives on the property.  

The club suffered a severe loss with the sudden 

death in 2000 of its then president Alan McEwen 

who (ably assisted by secretary Sue Kerr) was a 

tremendous driving force (in every sense) in 

keeping the club active and enthusiastic. With his 

passing, the club lost a lot of impetus, interest in 

CDEs declined and members became more 

focussed on pleasure and endurance driving.  

In more recent times the club has hosted several 

Concours d’Elegance events at Pokolbin, Tocal 

and Murrurundi, and five day Enduros, in 

conjunction with the Liverpool Range Club, at 

Spring Ridge and Round Hill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cathy Browning driving Angel in the 2012 Concours 

d’Elegance at Murrurundi (P Most) 

Well attended show driving schools and judges’ 

exams have also been hosted by the club at 

Murrurundi and Morpeth.  A popular annual 

feature has been the Come and Try Day, which has 

resulted in several new members joining the club 

over the years. 

Throughout its history most members have driven 

conventional sulkies and the occasional four 

wheeler. In the shafts have been a variety of 

equines including Shetlands, Welsh ponies and 

cobs, New Forest ponies, Australian stock horses, 

Andalusians, standardbreds and draught horses.   

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS FOR 2019 
Congratulations to all the Award Nominees for 

outstanding contributions in 2019. From this very 

worthy group the Annual Award winners for 2019 

have been chosen: 

Show Driving: Max Pearce (Bungendore Club)  
Max continued to be a great supporter of the light 

harness classes at his local shows and the Sydney 

Royal in 2019. He also organised a well received 

exhibition Scurry at the Canberra Royal, featuring 

a group of ACDS members. 

He exhibited and drove two horses at the Sydney 

Royal – Makari Regis who placed second in the 

Hackney Horse Sulky or Buggy Turnout, and 

Beauwood Rocky Road who was Reserve 

Champion Non Hackney Horse, Reserve 

Champion Non Hackney Horse Sulky or Buggy 

Turnout, Reserve Champion Two or Four Wheel 

Hard Tyred Turnout (not sulky or buggy), and 

second in the Non Hackney Show Vehicle 

Turnout. Apart from his quality horses, Max is 

renowned for his excellence in all matters to do 

with turnout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Max Pearce in the 2019 Goulburn Lilac Festival Parade 

                                                                          (ph Elle)  

At the NSW Show Driving Championships at 

Gunning in November Max again did very well, 

but with different horses. Dougal was awarded 

Champion Non Hackney Horse and Makari Blue 

Danube  received Reserve Champion Turnout, 

then won Champion Hackney Horse and finally 

the Supreme Champion Horse or Pony of the 

Show. 

Max also supported events at Club level, driving a 

pair of horses at Reedy Creek Club’s  

Indoor/Outdoor Series Qualifier and competing in 

the Reedy Creek Club Obstathon at the end of the 

year with a new horse. In addition, he promoted 

carriage driving to the general public by taking 

part in the Goulburn Lilac Festival Parade driving 

a pair of horses in one of his magnificent 

traditional vehicles. 

Max is to be commended for his support of the 

hackney breed. He is one of a very small group in 

Australia who continue to breed and exhibit 

hackneys – arguably the most stylish of all show 

harness horses.            
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Dressage: Sarah Keevers (Bungendore Club) 

Sarah is very active in both ridden and driven 

dressage. In 2019 she drove Drumeden Paddy to 

win both tests in the Novice class at the NSW 

Driven Dressage Championships and the 

Australian Driven Dressage                 

Championships, and took out Novice Champion at 

both events. This was a great achievement as 

Drumeden Paddy was only recently introduced to 

driven dressage by Sarah.  

Apart from these dressage achievements in 2019, 

Sarah was a keen and very successful participant at 

CDEs and other ACDS events, including the NSW 

Show Driving Championships at Gunning, where 

she won the Concours d’Elegance award.     

Sarah is putting back into the sport by being the 

Bungendore Club secretary, and by being well on 

the way to qualifying as a dressage judge.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Keevers with Drumeden Paddy at the 2019 

Dressage Championships at Temora (P Schuemack) 

 

CDE: Graeme Dowling (Ellmore Club) 

Graeme has worked hard in the last few years to 

improve in all phases of CDE. His pair of ponies 

Whitewood Brady and Yarrandale Chief are 

always well conditioned and turned out 

beautifully. Graeme’s dressage scores have 

improved greatly as has his Marathon Obstacle 

driving.  

Graeme went to a number of events in 2019, 

starting with a Level 3 CDE at Bundanoon, then 

later in the year winning the Introductory 

Multiples in the Level 4 CDE at Gundagai and the 

Level 3 Introductory Multiples class at the 

Witwood Silver Anniversary Event. He also had 

second placings in the Introductory Multiples at 

Murrami and Longwood.  

During the year Graeme organised an Obstathon at 

Boorowa Show on behalf of the Ellmore Club, just 

one example of his enthusiasm for his Club and 

carriage driving activities in general. He was also 

on the NSW CDE Panel.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graeme Dowling with his pony pair at Murrami   

                                                                  (W Harris) 

PEH: Peter and Patricia Honeyman (Liverpool 

Range Club) 

Peter and Trish Honeyman have been members of 

the ACDS since 1983 and over the years have 

participated in CDEs, show driving and endurance 

as well as pleasure driving. These days they direct 

all their efforts into pleasure driving, which is their 

passion and joy.  

Peter is the current Federal Pleasure, Endurance 

and Historical Convenor, and together with Trish 

has attended recent Federal Conferences in South 

Australia and Victoria. He puts a lot of effort into 

motivating the State PEH Convenors to organise 

pleasure drives. Another of Peter’s responsibilities 

is being the NSW Junior Driver Coordinator, in 

which he actively promotes junior drivers across 

the state.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter and Trish Honeyman powering along in 

the 2014 Fifield Enduro (P Fitzpatrick) 
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Peter has been President of the Liverpool Range 

Harness Club for a number of years and is the 

driving force behind the club’s activity, with 

regular well attended driving weekends on the 

calendar in 2019, as well as the very popular 

annual weeklong Charity Drive, which was held 

for the final time in 2019. He was the coordinator 

of this drive for several years. Over the years the 

Charity Drive has contributed a huge sum of 

money to the Royal Far West Children’s Charity, 

much of it due to the hard working efforts of Peter 

and Trish.  

Peter and Trish have shared the driving at all the 

Charity Drives, and at most of the other club 

drives. They have shown great support to other 

clubs by often attending their pleasure drives as 

well. As well as all this, Peter is a very reliable 

contributor of club reports and photos to the Whip 

Around and the Journal.     

 

Junior Driver: Brayden Sonter (Reedy Creek 

Club) 

Brayden is a keen young driver. He attends weekly 

driving lessons and also went to the Boyd Exell 

Clinic. He was placed 1
st
 in the Junior Driver 

under 10 at the NSW Show Driving 

Championships and competed in several other 

classes at the show. He also competed successfully 

at the Moss Vale Show and has participated in 

unofficial Indoor/Outdoor events. He won the 

Junior Challenge at the Indoor/Outdoor Series 

Southern Finals day at Bundanoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apart from driving, Brayden was a groom / 

handler at the 2019 Sydney Royal, and participated 

in club activities including helping pack equipment 

away. He gained further harness experience by 

helping his grandfather with his harness horses.    

Brayden has been driving for less than two years 

and is a keen young member of the ACDS. He is a 

great asset to the Reedy Creek Club and is looking 

forward to developing his skills further.  

 

Service to Carriage Driving: Brendan Dwyer 

(Ellmore Club)    
Few people have done as much for the ACDS as 

Brendan Dwyer. He has held a variety of 

significant positions in the ACDS at Federal, State 

and Club levels over the years he has been a 

member. For example, he has served as Federal 

President, Federal Vice President and NSW 

Branch President as well as taking on various 

positions in the Ellmore Club Executive, currently 

being the Events Secretary. Brendan is currently 

the ACDS Journal Managing Editor, and is a 

member of the ACDS-EA Sub Committee and the 

Training and Schools Sub Committee. He also 

coordinates the Junior Bursary process.    

Brendan has been closely involved in the 

organisation of many events such as CDEs and 

shows, as well as schools and training clinics. He 

was the course designer for the 2019 NSW 

Championships at Gundagai, a huge commitment 

at a new venue.  

Brendan is a very knowledgeable carriage driver, 

and his cheerful, friendly and helpful manner has 

led to him being asked to present training clinics at 

a number of clubs. Amidst all these responsibilities 

he has also found time to drive and compete, and 

won the CDE Australian Champion Novice Large 

Pony class in 2019 in Western Australia, driving a 

borrowed pony.      

Brendan’s energy and enthusiasm in support of the 

ACDS is astounding, and his award of Life 

Membership of the ACDS in 2019 in recognition 

of his services to the Society, was truly deserved, 

as is this NSW award. 

 

 

       

 

 

Brayden Sonter with his pony at the Indoor 

Outdoor Series Final at Bundanoon  (T Ellis) 

 

Brendan Dwyer with Ellmore Black Velvet at 

Murrumbateman in 2015 (T Smith) 

 


