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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ‘WHIP AROUND’ May 25 2013

NSW ACDS Branch AGM and General Meeting June 22 2013 at Gulgong
Registration from 9.30 am. Meeting to start at 10 am
Usual charge for morning tea and lunch payable on the day
Please notify Judy Harris on (02) 6942 6762 of intention to attend by June 15 2013
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EVENT DETAILS

CONTACT

SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW
Level 3 CDE at Moonbi Tamworth Club
Interclub Challenge at Murrumbateman Canberra Club
Australian CDE Level 1 Championships at Witwood, Braidwood
Bungendore Club

Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726
Hannah Becchio 0412240382
Dot Willcoxson
02 4842 7164

Pleasure Drive at Ballimore Gulgong Club
Le Trec Harness Day at Manilla Tamworth Club
National Trust Heritage Festival 20km Ride/Drive Ariah Park
Young Drivers Camp at Temora
2012 NSW Dressage Championships and Southern Cones
Competition at Bundanoon Southern Highlands Club
Activity Day venue TBC Hills Club
National Antique Machinery Rally at Mudgee
Enduro at Fifield Central West Club
Dressage Workshop at Tamworth Tamworth Club

Warwick Leeson 0427751245
Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726
Rita Bromfield 02 6973 1221
Sharon Beattie 6973 1924
Yvonne Wood 02 4883 6859

Carriage Restoration Workshop at Box Hill Hills Club
Pleasure Drive at Wallacia Hills Club
CDE / Dressage Forum at Yass CDE & Dressage Panels
Endurance Drive at Coleambally Murrumbidgee Club TBC
Henry Lawson Pilgrimage Drive Gulgong Club

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Rob Robertson 02 6862 2876
Gail Habermann 6954 1241
Chris Hills 02 6374 1818

Winter Gymkhana at Rossmore Hills Club
Woolgoolga Anniversary Parade North Coast Club
NSW ACDS Branch AGM at Gulgong RSL Club

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Pam Foyle 02 6654 7700
Judy Harris 02 6942 6762

Members Refresher/New Horse/New Driver Day Hills Club
Federal AGM and Conference at Launceston Tasmania
HLPD Reunion Dinner at Gulgong Gulgong Club

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Bronwyn McAdam0754843210
Chris Hills 02 6374 1818

Show Judges and Drivers School at Marrar Riverina Club
Interclub Challenge Day at Rossmore Hills Club

Sue Fraser 02 6920 2330
Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085

Winery Drive at Mudgee Gulgong Club
Dressage, Cones and Mini Marathon at Rossmore Hills Club
Liverpool Range Club Charity Drive Liverpool Range Club

Jim Gilbey 02 6372 1996
Janet Muspratt 9606 6085
Bill Greer 02 6747 1773

NSW Show Driving Championships at Oakville Hills Club
NSW Driven Dressage Champ’ships at Jugoing Canberra Club

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Hannah Becchio 0412 240 382

EQUITANA at Sydney Olympic Park Homebush Bay

Tracey Greenacre 024883 7443

Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
Chris Hills 02 6374 1818
Gaye Lees 02 6864 5129
Liz O’Brien 0427 766 726

NSW PANEL CONVENORS 2012-2013
Robert Allport 02 4832 1860
Show Driving Janet Muspratt 02 9606 6085
jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au

Dressage Dot Willcoxson 02 4842 7164
witwood2@bigpond.com
Historical

CDE

Rob Robertson 02 6862 2876
robanne1@optusnet.com.au

Dennis Casper 02 9450 2748
dc520742@bigpond.net.au

competitors at the Championship who will struggle
with the two 20m Collected Trot circles but they
should be able to make a reasonable effort with the
two ‘Lengthen Strides’ diagonals. Remember this
is at a Championship. If a club wants to conduct a
‘warm up’ event immediately (maybe a week or a
fortnight) before a Championship, then they could
maximize their entries list by choosing the same
Open and Novice tests to be driven at the
Championship. This is a well established and
sensible practice. Conversely events scheduled a
month or more before or after a Championship
would maximize their entries by selecting lower
level tests (Group B for Open singles and Group C
for Novice singles). As far as multiples are
concerned, organizing committees are free to
select the ACDS BB or ACDS CC for multiples at
a Level 3 CDE. When have we seen this occur ? If
multiples are able to do these novice tests why do
we need a Novice multiples class ?
2. Competitors must also be partly responsible for
the overfacing of their animals if it occurs. How
much dressage training do we do at home with the
more difficult movements ? How much time do we
spend driving our animals in long reins on the
circle ? How many club training days do we go to
where we help each other with the training of our
animals? How many lessons do we attend, learning
more about educating our animals ? Do we know
when and how to teach our animals to start
collection ? Can we achieve lengthened strides
without running on ? Some of us have the ability
to educate our animals by riding them but if we
don’t have that ability, do we enlist the skills of an
advanced rider ? Dressage training (excuse the
tautology) is hard work ! It is also very rewarding
hard work. I’m sure you have all experienced the
elation from seeing your horse or pony
successfully perform a task you have been working
on. This could be doing a good reinback or
lengthening some strides without running on. Yes,
we can go to a Championship purely as a training
exercise without intentionally over facing our
Novice animals by just doing a working trot where
collection is required. Sure, the judge will give you
a ‘No collection’ comment but that is no disgrace.
And while on the education of our animals – how
many Graded Dressage days do we attend or better
still, organize ? The education of your animal is a
journey – and hopefully a most enjoyable one!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor
While the discussion which has resulted from
Tracey Ellis’ letter in the December Journal has
been mostly positive, it is important to maintain
focus on some key factors in the organization of
and our preparation for competition in CDEs.
Tracey’s topic was animals and drivers being over
faced in dressage tests in CDEs.
Let’s look at the organizational aspects first. The
ACDS Dressage Test Matrix was introduced to
provide a ‘ramp’ from Novice up to Open, rather
than the ‘cliff’ which existed beforehand. It still
provides a gradual ‘ramp’ from Novice to Open –
designed to prevent the over facing of animals.
Look at the tests available to Level 3 CDE
organizers for Novice classes (Groups C and B)
Group A
ACDS Open
No.1 2009
FEI No. 5A
FEI No. 6A
(Multiples)
FEI No.7A
(Singles)
FEI No.8C
Pony Teams
& Tandems
FEI No.8B
(Horse pairs)
FEI No.8A
Horse Teams
and Tandems)
FEI No.9
Classes
/Event
Open
Multiples

Novice

Group B
ACDS
Intermediate No.1
ACDS
Intermediate No.2
ACDS
Intermediate No.3
FEI No.3

Group C
ACDS Novice
No.1
ACDS Novice
No.2
ACDS BB
ACDS CC

(ACDS AA at
Level 4 only)

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Group
A
Group
A

Group
A
Group
A or B

Group B

Group
B

Group
B or C

Group
A or B
Group
A, B or
C
Group
B or C

Group C

Group C

If animals are being over faced then the cause is
twofold:
1. Organizing committees can avoid over facing
their competitors’ animals by selecting lower level
tests from the ACDS Dressage Test Matrix. When
did we last see the ACDS BB or CC selected for
the Novice classes at a Level 3 CDE ? These tests
are ideal for Novice horses and ponies which are
insufficiently developed to tackle the more
advanced movements in say, the Intermediate No.
2 test. At a Championship we could expect the
Novice class winners and placegetters to be well
on their way to Open class. Therefore they should
be able to perform reasonably well in the
Intermediate No. 2 test. Sure, there will be

The introduction of grading points at Level 3
CDEs was a much welcomed development to
counter the so called ‘Professional Novice’ drivers.
If animals are being prematurely accelerated from
Novice to Open (only in NSW and Victoria where
there are numerous events each year. Other states
don’t have enough CDEs to create this problem)
then event organizers would get strong entries for
Level 4 ungraded events – simple to organize and
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fun to attend. The imbalance in numbers of CDEs
between states is also a problem for increasing the
grading points threshold from 13 to say 25 points.
The higher number would hold back animals in the
smaller states for up to seven or eight years where
only two or three CDEs are conducted annually.
In conclusion, let’s not ‘throw the baby out with
the bath water’ when clearly we already have the
structures and systems in place to properly
administer our combined driving events. Let’s
make better use of them in the best interests and
care of our animals and competitors. Tracey’s
letter also should prompt our event organizers and
competitors to do so.
Tony James

overflowing, carpet is all covered in bits of hay,
and needs vacuuming. But, the time is 6.30 am,
and the horses need working before it gets hot. It is
already 32’C. So, you see, we are mad. Would we
give it away ? Never – love it too much.
Ellmore members are getting ready to host our
autumn Level 3 CDE on March 2/3. There is no
grass on Hinemoa. The going is hard and there are
definitely no water crossings of any sort. The
marathon is lovely, very picturesque, covering
paddocks, a little road work, and all of Section E
on Hinemoa. (Editor: The CDE had to cancelled
due to extensive rain a few days prior to March
2/3 ! )
Later in the autumn we are planning some pleasure
drives around our beautiful area, and there is some
thought of having some Obstathon / Speed cones
events, like those held in Victoria, over the winter
months. Any other clubs who are interested in this
concept, please contact Brendan Dwyer (0407 838
700)
MURRUMBIDGEE CARRIAGE DRIVING
CLUB
Robyn Schmetzer: The annual Bryce Maw Cup
was hosted by the Murrumbidgee Club on
February 16/17 at Murrami.
The conditions were beautiful, with nice sunny
days and cool evenings. The competition began on
Saturday evening with the nine drivers each
driving their two dressage tests well.
Gail Habermann took out the Bryce Maw Cup
with her retrained ex-racehorse but only by one
point. Bruce Hammond was a very close second
with his pair and Robyn Schmetzer came third
with her Welsh Cob mare.

CLUB NEWS
REEDY CREEK EQUESTRIAN CLUB
Kylie Boyce: Reedy Creek members have been
active in our local area already this year with Carol
and Ray Roach driving the Mayor and an Olympic
medalist in the Australia Day parade at Marulan.
As well, Ray, Carol and Robert Pierce will be
driving in the 150th Birthday celebrations in
Goulburn in March. It is great to see our members
out there showing what we do to the general
public.
John Moyes and Kath Cole have been having good
success with their pony pair. They have been doing
plenty of training and have already won ribbons.
Robert and Jan Pierce cleaned up at the Crookwell
Show with their two Clydesdale fillies, taking out
the 2 year old and 3 year old classes, Reserve
Champion, Champion and Supreme Champion
Heavy Horse titles. We wish them all the best for
the coming Sydney Royal.
Peter and Cath Felber are also having a wonderful
time with their newly trained harness pony,
Donny. From all reports he is going very nicely.
The club is busy preparing for the upcoming
endurance driving season, both for Fifield and
Marrar. Both events promise to be most successful
and enjoyable. The dates for the Marrar Enduro
will be available shortly.
ELLMORE HARNESS CLUB
Kookie Engelsman: The members of Ellmore have
been very inactive over the summer. With weather
being so hot, none of us have had much motivation
to rush out and go driving. The air con and the
nearest pool seemed much more attractive.
However, some of us have our eyes on the
forthcoming events to whet our appetites and get
our juices going! With the Australian CDE
Championships not too far away, we now have our
horses in full work.
Sometimes (no, make that all the time) I think we
must be crazy! We crawl out of a perfectly lovely
bed, stagger down to the stables to feed the horses,
then back to the house to grab a cup of tea and
some toast. The beds need making, the dishwasher
needs emptying, washing machine is full to

Sharon Beattie with Shadow at Murrami

The day was well organized, finishing before the
expected time. This gave all the competitors an
ample amount of time to tend to their horses and
gear before settling in for a lovely dinner put on by
the club. Club members provided a selection of
foods – salad, potato bake, potato salad and BBQ
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meat followed by apple pie and trifle. It was a real
treat for all competitors.
Early on Sunday morning, the second day of the
competition began with the combined driving. All
the drivers ran through the Preliminary 1 Dressage
test before completing the Obstathon, which
included two obstacles and a cones course.
After the dressage Bruce Hammond was leading,
closely by Gail Habermann driving her trotter and
Robyn Schmetzer in third place. The Obstathon
saw Robyn take out first place, with Bruce second
and Gail third.
The competition as a whole went off without a
hitch, with drivers and organizers alike having a
lovely weekend. The new shed and shower are
both valuable assets to the club.
Special thanks to Rob and Anne Robertson who
judged over the weekend, for their commitment
and support in helping the club run these events.

fun day with plenty of games and frivolity as well
as the more serious show classes. Graded Dressage
following the Challenge Day will give all a chance
to hone their dressage skills before the Australian
CDE Championships the following weekend.
Many club members will be competing in the
various CDEs in the local area in March and April.
CAMDEN HARNESS CLUB
The Camden Club had its first meeting for the year
on February 13 at Lou and Mike Lyons’ house. On
Sunday February 17, the first club drive for the
year was held at Camden Park. The day was
attended by Peter and Carol Fitzpatrick, with Carol
driving Spook. Lou Lyons was Carol’s passenger.
She was not driving as her horse Gumpy
unfortunately had a virus. Maxine Saliba brought
her Andalusian Zena and Carolyn Kinlyside
brought her standardbred mare to pair up with
Zena, in Maxine’s four wheeler. Possible new
member Sharon Jacobsen was there too and helped
Maxine and Carolyn harness up the horses, before
the drive started around the beautiful property (the
original Macarthur house and property).

CANBERRA CARRIAGE CLUB
Judy Harris: Canberra Club has made a busy start
to 2013 In January Penny Jacobs attended her
local Australia Day Ceremony with her pair of
horses Rocky and Bailey, whilst the club has
already hosted a very successful Susan Carter
School and Graded Dressage and Cones Day at
Bowral on February 9/10. Susan is always
generous with her horse and driving knowledge
and all who had a lesson came away with new
ideas to go on with. In the Graded Dressage
everyone was able to drive two tests, and there
were three different Cones courses on offer. This
was a good way to get horses and drivers back into
work following their Christmas break.

Maxine Saliba and Carolyn Kinleyside with the
pair on the Camden Park drive

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS CARRIAGE
CLUB
The Club’s excellent facilities are being well
utilized with bookings from holidaying caravan
clubs, Australian Stock Horse Society clinics and
campers for the ‘Bundanoon is Brigadoon’, the
annual Highlands Gathering and Games held in
April each year which showcases all things
Scottish.
A new date has been set for the already postponed
2012 ACDS NSW Driven Dressage
Championships to be hosted by the Club. They
will now be on Saturday April 13, with some early
entries already in hand and members looking
forward to the weekend.
Sunday April 14 is when the first run of the
Southern Cones International Competition will be
held. John Plummer (an official with the South
African Equestrian Federation) was welcomed
with an evening barbeque, and helped with a
practice run of the 2010 course of the Cones

Lynne Anstee driving Toby at the weekend at Bowral

In March, Canberra Club will be hosting the
annual southern Interclub Challenge Day. This is a
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Competition, at a midweek gathering of members
in February. Many interstate clubs have expressed
interest in also hosting this exciting international
event.
Several Southern Highlands Club members
achieved good results at the Canberra Club’s
Graded Dressage and Cones Competition at the
Pony Club grounds at Bowral in February, as a
starter for the driving season.
Members John and Jennifer White have introduced
their pony Maestro to showing, with great success.
Maestro took home several Champions from the
Stud Pony Show at Moss Vale late last year,
including Champion Harness Exhibit.
For further information about the club go to the
new look website at www.shcc.org.au

just as quickly, but the other is still smouldering
away up in the hills and should just burn itself out.
Thankfully no damage to houses or stock.
I have bought a new pony – an 11.1hh Welshy. He
is 3 years old and not broken in yet, but so cute!
Summer is a very quiet time out here in the west
for our horses, as it is normally quite hot. This year
has been no exception with temperatures in the low
40’s for many days in a row. Our club is looking
forward to an active year with some new members
joining us. Pleasure drives have been organized at
Bedgerebong at the beginning and end of March,
when the weather is a little cooler.
Club member Amanda Blakeley has been doing us
proud in the Show Driving ring with her Shetland
Kevelle lee Fallon. At the NSW Show Driving
Championships in November, Amanda was
awarded Reserve Champion Turnout ne 10.2hh
and Champion Pony ne 10.2hh
The Fifield Enduro is our main event and the 2013
Enduro will be held from Saturday April 20 to
Sunday April 28. This year the Enduro will have a
small alteration to height classes, with a third
height class included. Heights classes are now –
1.Up to and including 12hh 2.Over 12hh and
including 14.2hh 3.Over 14.2hh. The two smaller
classes will run the same course and the larger
class will run a separate course.
Plans are well underway for the Enduro and from
the interest shown so far, it appears that we will
have a record entry this year. It is great to know
the event continues to grow in popularity.
For more information email Gaye on
gaye@ipstarmail.com.au
TEMORA CARRIAGE CLUB
Young Cam Roberts is working with Harry Hol
putting her horse back into harness. She also hopes
to go to the CDE at Marrar to help.
Kay Rose drove Bailey at the Canberra Club
Driven Dressage and Cones Day at Bowral in
February, whilst Sharon Beattie drove Shadow at
the Murrumbidgee Club Obstathon at Murrami.

John White with Maestro at the Stud Pony Show

NORTH COAST CARRIAGE DRIVING
CLUB
Echah Wright: On the June Long Weekend the
Rotary Club of Woolgoolga is organizing a Parade
to coincide with the 125th Anniversary of
Woolgoolga becoming a town. An Historic Walk
taking in the surrounds of our small town will be
opened at the same time. The organizing
committee is looking for several carriage drivers
with their horses and historic vehicles to be part of
this event.
Anyone interested in taking part should contact
Pam Foyle on 6654 7700 or email
pamela@bioaccent.com.au for more details.
Stables and yards are available plus some people
accommodation. There may also be some
contribution to travel expenses for people coming
long distances.
CENTRAL WEST HORSE DRIVING
SOCIETY
In mid January Gaye Lees wrote: We have been
lucky with the fires at Bogan Gate. There were
three and the closest was at the edge of the next
property. Thankfully the boys got this under
control very quickly. One of the others was out

Kay Rose driving Bailey at the Dressage and
Cones Day at Bowral

BUNGENDORE CARRIAGE DRIVING
SOCIETY
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Tamara Abed: Club members have attended
working bees at Witwood in preparation for the
upcoming Australian CDE Championships. MOs
are being painted, grass is being slashed and new
rails and posts are being erected. Planning and
preparation is well underway and it should be a
great event!
The Bungendore Show was well attended by club
members including Fiona Stone, Lynne Dominish,
Lizzie McIntosh and Tamara Abed. Carol
Fitzpatrick from the Camden Club was the judge,
assisted by stewards Cathie and Ian MacArthur.
Carol was well received by the competitors who
enjoyed her workouts and appreciated her advice.
Club members left with ribbons and smiles, with
Lizzie winning her turnout class, Tamara winning
Open Horse and Fiona winning the Lady Driver
class. Well done everyone.

Gulgong Show was on Saturday February 16 and
quite a few Gulgong members attended with
horses and ponies. Some had more success than
others and some used the show as a training
exercise to get their equines used to noise and
other horses moving around.
Members driving at the show included Jim Gilbey,
Donna Birchall, Carol Hills, Heather Glover, Sue
Smith, Barry and Christine McGregor (with
daughter Kim’s help), Sarah McCarthy, Chris
Hills, Patrick Glover, and Jenny and Henry Farley.
They had a range of animals from small ponies
right through to Draught horses. Sarah McCarthy
organized a specialty class for Standardbreds and
had 15 horses competing in various events. This is
a great achievement as Gulgong Show had no
Standardbred classes previously.
Spectators at the show included Jo and Leroy
Trengove, Ted and Anneliese Curby, Hayley and
Riley Fagerstrom (who helped with the horses),
Lois O’Neill and Carol Fitzpatrick. It was good to
see Lois out and about after her ankle operation.
The club’s first general meeting for the year on
Sunday February 17 was well attended, with
worthwhile input from members. Several members
travelled long distances to go to the meeting. A
full calendar of events has been planned for the
year.
HUNTER HORSE DRIVING SOCIETY
Cathy and Bob Browning hosted another of their
very enjoyable Barnstay weekends at Wollombi in
mid February. On the Saturday morning everyone
met at the Wollombi Saleyards and harnessed up
for the picnic drive up Yango Valley Road.
Six turnouts took to the road – Rosemary Laing
and Jill Buisman, Barbara Smith, Paul and Lyn
Monger, George and Doreen Sinclair and Cathy
Browning, whilst Paul Most rode his horse. Bob
Browning drove the lead escort vehicle with a
flashing light, whilst Laurie Smith followed the
horses, displaying a warning sign on his vehicle.
They drove nine and a half kilometres along the
picturesque undulating road, crossing seven
causeways with water sometimes up to 18 inches
deep, along the way. They unharnessed and
picnicked in a friend’s paddock for lunch, before
setting out again for the Saleyards. Once there,
they loaded up and moved a further 4km to the
Brownings’ property for their campover.
Next day there was plenty to do, with two
obstacles set up by Cathy and opportunities to
drive in the arena. Cathy invited Paul Most to
drive her pony Angel and he thoroughly enjoyed
the experience.
All in all it was a very pleasant weekend for
everyone.

Lizzie McIntosh at the Bungendore Show

GULGONG HERITAGE HARNESS
ASSOCIATION
A very successful Come and Try weekend was
held on January 19/20, at Chris and Carol Hills’
property at Gulgong,.with the club running it in
conjunction with the Australian Draught Horse
Stud Book Society (Western Branch). Those
attending included members from both societies,
plus members of the public. The day attracted two
new memberships for the Gulgong Club – Sue
Smith with her pony Cookie, and Heather and Pat
Glover also with a pony.
Saturday was spent working with the various sized
horses and ponies, adjusting harness, and helping
people with their horses and their driving. Many
got to drive a number of different horses. Late
Saturday afternoon everyone harnessed up and set
off for a drive around the vineyards. It had to be
cut short when rain suddenly overtook them and
they had to head for home.
On Sunday all the horses were once again put to
good use with education of both horses and people
continuing throughout the day. All in all it was a
very worthwhile weekend..

GOULBURN DISTRICT HORSE DRAWN
VEHICLE SOCIETY
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Robert Allport: The planned pleasure drive for
January was cancelled due to the heatwave
conditions. However we were able to drive in the
Galspie / Yalbraith area on February 2/3. Members
who attended included Allen Smith with a new
horse, Trevor Mills, Robert Baxter and Judy
Emerton also trying out a new horse for pleasure
driving, Robert Allport and Colin Simons with a
four year old Standardbred mare, recently retired
from racing and being re educated for pleasure and
endurance driving. We travelled 23kms on the
Saturday and 25kms on the Sunday, with an
overnight roadside camp on the Yalbraith Creek.
Our next planned pleasure drive is over Easter for
four days in the Taralga area.
Members intending to compete at the Fifield
Enduro in April include Robert and Damon
Allport, Kimberley Allport in the junior section,
and Robert Baxter and Judy Emerton. The training
program is now being concentrated on getting
horses fit with more work and kilometres on the
road.

Mannix, Chris and Willy Reinhardt, Rob and
Thelma Nichols and Janet Muspratt.

Julia and David Cranwell with Midnight on the
Maraylya Pleasure Drive

Dennis and Andrea Casper had mapped out a route
for the drive through the picturesque semi rural
five acre blocks and small farms of the Maraylya /
Oakville area, and when everyone was ready and
kitted out in their fluro tops and helmets, the
impressive lineup set off with Ailsa and Ross
leading the way. Lilian and Janet went ahead in the
car and acted as traffic controllers to get everyone
across the only relatively busy intersection on the
route, and then kept up with the group to take
photos. Thelma and Rob arrived a little later and
took over the escort duties towards the end of the
drive, as the traffic became a little more frequent.
Lots of the locals came out to see the horses trot
past, and many were particularly taken with
Amanda’s team of ponies.
After the drive, lunch was had sitting in a big
circle under the trees and there was talk of having
another drive there again soon.

HILLS DISTRICT HARNESS CLUB
The Hills Club had a most successful Christmas
Party in early December at the RDA Centre at Box
Hill, with more than 40 members and friends
enjoying a wonderful meal followed by the
traditional auction of items everyone had brought.
This is the main fundraiser for the club, and the
amount raised was again extremely healthy, thanks
to the generosity and sense of fun of all the donors
and purchasers, and the excellent auctioneering of
Amanda Kettlestring and her assistant Kim
McGregor.
The first club get together for the New Year was
an evening BBQ at Alan and Linda Ongley’s at
Marayong in early February. Again a sizeable
crowd attended and enjoyed dinner sitting on the
patio and back lawn and having a good chat.
Fortunately the weather cleared to reveal a starry
sky.
Maraylya Park was the meeting place for the first
pleasure drive of the year on Sunday February 17.
Ten drivers took to the roads. They were Ailsa and
Ross Adams with their new standarbred Darky,
Julia and David Cranwell with their big black
Clydie cross, Midnight, Karen Silvester with
Haflinger Wilbur, Pat Mannix and grandson
Damien with their standardbred mare Melba, June
Malmberg with her Welsh partbred pony Thomas,
Lynne Buckingham with miniature horse George,
Christine Dunn with mini pony Patches, Dennis
Casper with mini pony Cassie, Andrea Casper with
mini horse Feather and finally Amanda
Kettlestring with her team of four black ponies,
mainly Shetlands, Jerry, Sunny, Bobby and
Temuchin. Belinda and Jessica Casper were
Amanda’s grooms, whilst Taylor Cranwell drove
with Karen and Wilbur. Also there, were Lilian

June Malmberg driving Thomas on the Maraylya
Pleasure Drive

LIVERPOOL RANGE HARNESS CLUB
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Robbie Duck: With the incredibly hot weather
through January, some of our members decided the
nest best thing to horse driving was water skiing.
As a result several weekends have been spent at
Keepit and Chaffey Dams, whilst the horses stayed
at home.
Members are looking forward to getting back into
driving again as the weather starts to cool down.
There has been plenty of rain recently, producing
some beautifully green scenery – just right for a
sulky drive or two!
Our next drive is set down for March 16/17. It will
be hosted by Jim and Helen Cudmore on their
property ‘Weblands’ near Pine Ridge. For further
information ring Peter Honeyman on 02 67671555
It will be a great chance to get together again with
members who have been away on summer
holidays, as well as recent new members. The
Liverpool Range Club is continually growing
because of the attraction of enjoyable pleasure
drives with friendly and hospitable people. It is
certainly a great pleasure driving club – with a
capital ‘P’.
The big drive of the year, the Liverpool Range
Club Charity Drive, is on from Sept 14-21 2013.

Without these people giving their valuable time
and knowledge, these schools would not be
possible. A special thank you also to our stewards
from the Tamworth RDA.
February 3 was our rally day at Attunga. We had a
wonderful day with everyone enjoying the fun
cones and obstacles course. It was a great way to
start off the driving year. Loraine Gibson from
Nundle was welcomed on the day with her lovely
palomino gelding Peppermint. It was Peppermint’s
first time out and about with other horses, and after
a few introductions to the other equines present, he
took it all in his stride. Following our delicious
BBQ lunch cooked by John and Dorothy Wasson,
we held our general meeting to discuss our 2013
calendar of events, including the two CDEs we
will be hosting this year.
The first of these is our Level 3 CDE on March
23/24, at Moonbi. This will be a dress rehearsal for
the NSW ACDS CDE Championships we will be
hosting on the 2013 October Long Weekend.
Further details are available on
www.trhdc.webs.com or
www.carriagedrivingnsw.org.au
On April 7 the Club will be hosting its first Le
Trec Harness Day at Manilla. It promises to be a
great fun day for everyone. All will be made most
welcome.

TAMWORTH REGIONAL HORSE DRAWN
CLUB
Liz O’Brien: On February 2, a TPR, Scorers and
Stewards School was held at Moonbi. We had a
great roll up of 16 people, with quite a few
becoming TPR Stewards in their own right by the
end. The Stewards component of the school was
very informative and a lot of interest was shown
by everyone. The Scorers class was hands on, with
everyone having a go on the computers. As a
result, I am sure we will have a great well schooled
group of scorers to call upon in the future.

RIVERINA CARRIAGE DRIVING SOCIETY
Preparations are well in hand for the annual Joe
Hawkins Cup Level 3 CDE to be held at the
Sportsground at Marrar. The three section
marathon covers a total distance of 15km with 5
marathon obstacles. With the exception of part of
Section A, which will be on adjoining private
property, the entire event will be held within the
Marrar Sportsground.
The club will be hosting a Show Judges and
Drivers School on Sunday August 4 at Marrar.
Heavy horse breeder and showing enthusiast Ross
Carbery will be the guest speaker, and his
presentation will be followed by sections on the
showing and judging of light harness horses and
ponies. A Practical Show Judges Exam will be
held after the School if there are candidates.
Anyone interested in becoming a Show Driving
Judge and doing the Exam at Marrar should
contact NSW Show Driving Convenor Janet
Muspratt as soon as possible. Her contact details
are jmuspratt@ozemail.com.au or 02 9606 6085

THE REINSMAN

Rachael Bryce taking Bundy Bear’s temperature at the
TPR School at Moonbi

Greetings all, from the Reinsman.
When last I wrote, it was a story about a young
horsewoman and her dad who had their ups and
downs about a couple of ponies, which had
suddenly turned up at their place, only to be
quickly claimed by their owner.

Many thanks to Clare Scanlon from Moonbi for
being our onsite vet, Sharon Beattie from Temora
Club who was our TPR Steward instructor, and to
Canberra Club members Judy Harris (Scoring
presenter) and Garry Harris (Stewards instructor)
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With all walks of life there are the horse traders as
well as the giving souls. The owner of the ponies
was so touched by the father’s dilemma and his
daughter who longed for a pony, that he went
home determined to help. As good fortune would
have it he had a very likeable gelding that deserved
a good home, so, without any fanfare, he walked
the pony to the family’s home, and presented him
to the daughter and her family. We can only
imagine the emotions that followed, of the
daughter, her family, the pony and the new found
adopted ‘uncle’. May God bless them all.
Since this has been a short and sweet ending to the
story, I offer you a sobering verse I trust you will
enjoy:
‘The Clock of Life’
The clock of life is around but once
And no man has the power
To tell just when the hands may stop
At late or early hour.
Now is the only time we own,
Live, love, toil with a will.
Place no faith in tomorrow
For the clock may then be still.

Terrace/Lower Hunter and Margaret Moore,
Warren Ricketts and Janet Muspratt (Tall Timbers
Box Hill and Rossmore). Many of the ground
helpers are also ACDS members and friends.
Some well known ACDS ponies are also currently
accredited with RDANSW including Rosemary
Laing’s Tinker, Warren Ricketts’ Max, Janet
Muspratt’s Nicholas, Jan and Lex Young’s former
show pony Zane who is now at Raymond Terrace,
and Boris, who came from the Goulburn district
via Max Pearce to the Centre at Tall Timbers Box
Hill, having done some showing and eventing.
As to the Champion RDANSW Driver for 2012, it
was none other than Hills Club member Linda
Ongley, who drove Max, with Warren Ricketts as
Whip, in her events.
Runner up was Michelle Harris driving Nicholas
with Janet Muspratt as Whip. Michelle is the
person behind the scene who prepares and prints
all the Whip Around wrappers (more than 300 per
issue) ready for each mail out.
The Competition has proved a great concept over
the years and gives all the drivers and their Whips
something special to work on through the year.
Congratulations to all who took part and especially
to those who did well in some tight competition.

Sort of fits the story, so heads down, tails up, enjoy
our lives and our horses.
The Reinsman.

RDANSW CARRIAGE DRIVING
COMPETITION
by Janet Muspratt
Every year RDA carriage drivers in NSW have the
opportunity to take part in the statewide Carriage
Driving Competition. The competition has a
number of classes including Best on Parade and
Carriage Driving in Action photographs, Bending
races, Precision Cones, Long Course Cones, and
dressage. The timed events have set courses with
plans supplied to Centres on grids, whilst the
dressage tests are videoed for judging. All the
events are designed to be done at the Centres at
any time during the year, avoiding the need to
travel to take part.
Results, photographs and videos are submitted at
the end of the year for judging. The photographs
are sent to a Show Driving judge, whilst the
dressage videos/DVDs go to a Driven Dressage
judge, for adjudication. Marilyn Taylor and Helen
Baskerville both from Queensland were the Photo
and Dressage judges respectively for 2012.
In 2012 twenty two RDANSW drivers took part
respresenting five Centres – Raymond Terrace and
Lower Hunter (Stroud), Upper Hunter
(Muswellbrook), Young, Wagga Wagga and Tall
Timbers (at Box Hill and Rossmore).
A number of ACDS members and former members
are currently involved as Whips in RDANSW ,
including Reigh McCoy and Dave Farrell (Young),
Fiona Little (Wagga Wagga), Rosemary Laing,
George Sinclair and Helen Huckerby (Raymond

Linda Ongley driving Max, with Whip Warren Ricketts
in an RDA NSW Competition event.

DRESSAGE NOTES
Possible ways to help drivers with dressage have
recently been discussed by the Panel. Outcomes
included:
*ACDS Intermediate No.1 Test not to be used due
to the degree of difficulty in movement 11.
*As a guide, event organizers should allow 12
minutes for each test
*Graded Dressage – add FEI 8 A, B and C and FEI
No. 9 to the Open tests.
*Workshop for candidate and existing dressage
judges at Tamworth on April 27/28 with Dot
Willcoxson and Sue Plath. Contact Tamworth
Club Secretary Liz O’Brien for details.
*Recommendation that dressage judges qualify as
Cones judges.
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The Dressage Panel met with the CDE Panel.re the
proposals for trial changes to CDE dressage in
NSW. Whilst the Dressage Panel agreed with
some of the decisions, we recognized that changes
cannot be implemented in isolation. Our main
concern was that dressage be the basis of
upgrading to try to rectify the concerns from a
section of drivers who believe we are ‘setting them
up to fail’. Judges and organizers do not set drivers
up to fail. Drivers do that by not training and/or
not having instruction or help from their clubs.
Dressage Championships:
The Manual includes a section on Graded
Dressage that outlines the procedures for Dressage
Championships. These are guidelines that help
clubs organize events. We want drivers to
participate more in dressage and to actually enjoy
it, and to enable this to happen, we may be
flexible. Some drivers are just not able to attend
sufficient Graded Dressage days to qualify for a
Championship. It is therefore recommended that
qualification is not necessary to attend the State
Dressage Championships.
Graded Dressage
Sue Plath is the coordinator for Graded Dressage
scores. Organizers are requested to send scores to
Sue as soon as possible after the events. Her
details are:
Mrs Sue Plath, 35 Greetham Rd Buxton NSW
2572 or s_d_plath@skymesh.com.au
Dot Willcoxson (NSW Dressage Convenor)

2. Ground Jury of 3 – Event Director and two
accredited TPR Stewards
3. Ground Jury members must have at least 2 years
expertise as driver, groom or organizer of harness
endurance events
4. Ground Jury members must have experience and
knowledge of horses in harness
5. Must have knowledge to detect conditions eg
colic, tying up, slow recovery rate etc
6. Replacement members may be co-opted if
required, but must meet all criteria
7. TPR stewards to monitor heart rate, temperature
and soundness of horses 3 times a day, and ponies
2 times a day.
8. Ground Jury’s decision is final
9. Ground Jury members of an Endurance event
must not be competitors in, nor owners of horses /
ponies entered in that event, nor should they be
involved in any decisions which concern members
of their immediate family or horses / ponies owned
by them. If such conflict of interest arises the onus
is on the ground Jury member to step aside, to
allow a replacement to be co-opted as in (6) above.
If no alternative is available, this person may be a
competitor in a different class of the event (eg a
pony competitor or owner if the decision concerns
a horse competitor)
10. These protocols represent a first draft to be
ratified at the end of the coming 12 months,
subject to any changes / additions that may be
necessary.

NSW PLEASURE & ENDURANCE
PANEL NEWS

COMING EVENTS
These are new dates for both these events due to
postponements caused by weather conditions.
YOUNG DRIVERS CAMP
New Date: April 13/14 2013
Venue: Cedar Farm, 471 Cedar Rd Temora
Includes safe harnessing, ground driving, putting a
horse to a vehicle, driving with experienced adult
using second set of reins.
Individual instruction according to participant’s
ability.
BYO horse or learn with an instructor’s horse.
Free instruction for ACDS members
Non members: $25 One Activity Member fee
Catering: $20 pp for all meals over the weekend
For further details contact Young Driver Co
Coordinator Sharon Beattie (02) 69 731924 or
sbeattie3@bigpond.com

The trial period for conducting Enduros which are
over more than three days and with less than
70kms per day, without the pre start vet check by a
Veterinary Surgeon, has been extended for another
12 months. The reports from the two Enduro
events held in 2012 were very good. Using a
Ground Jury of three persons, the trial has proved
very successful.
The following motion was put forward and passed
at the State Branch Meeting on February 23 2013
at Crookwell

Motion: “Following a 12 month incident free
trial in endurance events, using a Ground Jury
consisting of three persons, without a pre start
inspection by a veterinary surgeon, it is
proposed that this is continued for a further 12
months, to allow a satisfactory protocol to be
put in place. This applies to endurance drives
of more than three days duration, with distance
covered less than 70kms per day.”

2012 NSW DRESSAGE CHAMPIONSHIPS
& SOUTHERN CONES COMPETITION
New date: April 13/14 2013
Venue: Southern Highlands Club Grounds,
Bundanoon.
Contact Yvonne Wood 02 4883 6859

The Protocol for the selection of Ground Jury
is to consist of the following criteria (not
necessarily in this order):
1. Knowledge and understanding of horse welfare
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*ACDS Show Driving Handbook is available in
hardcopy from Federal Merchandising Officer.
Also available on NSW ACDS website
*February Branch Meeting always clashes with
Canberra Royal – prefer Feb meeting was held in
north of state if possible
Dressage see Dressage Notes above
P&E
*Clubs requested to send brief news of pleasure
drives and other activities to the convenor for P &
E Report prior to Branch Meetings
*Draft of selection Protocol for Ground Jury has
been done
* ‘No pre enduro vet check’ trial to continue for
another 12 months
*Taylor Haynes - Junior Driver award
*Jess Parramore – Driver Encouragement award
*Medals now to be given to ponies on reaching
100km and horses over 250km
*Perpetual trophies to remain as at present
CDE
*Successful ‘Introduction to Combined Driving’
and Officials reaccreditation weekend at
Tamworth in Dec. A no. of candidate officials
have completed theory and are now to do prac
elements
*Follow-up clinic held at Tamworth in Jan for
TPR, CDE stewards and scoring. Five new TPR
stewards as a result.
*Proposal to address discontent re difficulty level
of Novice Dressage tests – to be taken back to
clubs for discussion. Responses due April 30.
*CDE/Dressage Forum on May 18/19 at Yass.
Other Business
*Young Driver Competency Table presented to
Fed Council as general Competency Table – to be
taken back to states for comment
*Minimum age of grooms – FC decided
commonsense should prevail, so no need for new
rule.
*No change to current CDE small pony wheel
widths, but suggested that new vehicles be built at
large pony class widths.
*New state logo now available for use
*Suggestion of 2 yr term for panel members –
would need change to Rules and Regulations, and
motion at AGM.
*FC subcommittees will approve new discipline
manuals to help speed up process
*Janelle Marshall will be back this year. Clubs
interesting in hosting schools should contact NSW
President.
*State Development Funds now to be administered
by states, not FC
*ACDS has put proposal to EA re allowing ACDS
events to be sanctioned by EA for next 6 mths.
ACDS is not currently in affiliation talks with EA,
but is open to more discussion

NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE AND
PANEL POSITIONS 2013-2014
The Form to be used for the nomination of
members to the various Executive positions, and
for positions on the Discipline Panels is attached to
this Whip Around. It is due to the Secretary by
May 3 2013
Also attached are brief job descriptions
relating to Executive and Panel positions.
If you haven’t ever been in a Branch Executive
position or on a Panel, how about nominating for a
position now ? It is an opportunity to put
something back into the Society. We all have
something to contribute – ‘Think not what the
Society can do for you, but what you can do for the
Society’.

AWARDS NOMINATIONS for 2012
The Nomination Form for the Annual Awards for
Excellence is attached. Nominations are due to
the Secretary by May 31 2013
Clubs or individuals (with seconders) may
nominate as many members as they like for these
awards, from their own clubs or from other ones.
There are many deserving members out there so
let’s get nominating!

NOTES FROM THE NSW ACDS
BRANCH MEETING HELD AT
CROOKWELL on February 23 2013
34 members present. Clubs represented were:
Goulburn, Reedy Creek, Ellmore, Canberra,
Bungendore, Hills, Riverina, Southern Highlands,
Temora, Hunter, Gulgong, Camden, Central West
Panel Reports
Historical
*Thank you to the Hunter Club for excellent static
vehicle display at the Show Championships
*Vehicles are still being recorded – now have 55
recorded and photographed
*Another Vehicle Restoration Day is being
planned by Hills Club (May 5 at RDA Box Hill)
Show Driving
*Vale to Bryson Bensley – long standing show
competitor and ACDS Show Judge
*Well done to the Hunter Club for staging the very
successful NSW Show Championships last year
*Hills Club to run the 2013 Show at Oakville on
October 13
*Show Judges and Drivers School organized for
Aug 4 at Marrar, hosted by Riverina Club
*A Club is needed in the central or northern part of
the state to host the State Show Judges and Drivers
School in 2013
*NSW Show Judges list has been supplied to the
Ag Shows in NSW on their secure website
*Clubs are encouraged to run Gymkhanas similar
to Hills and Tamworth. Always popular.
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*Cherry Steel, Robyn Douglas, Debbie Eather,
Rachael Bryce and Colin Rosewarne appointed as
new TPR stewards
*EQUITANA Nov 7 – 10 2013 at Sydney
Olympic Park. State Branch activity with Tracey
Greenacre as coordinator. Suggestions needed on
what carriage driving activities to display. Jump
and Drive Event at conclusion is required.
Volunteers to man the trade stand, as well as
drivers, are needed.
*Stewards needed for Australian CDE Champs at
Braidwood on March 31. Contact Dot Willcoxson
*CDE Panel proposal: Trial for introduction of an
Intermediate class for singles, and suspension of
grading points during the trial. Feedback to Panel

required by April 30, for further discussion at Yass
Forum May 18/19.
* PE Panel to continue to develop and finalise
Ground Jury Criteria before NSW AGM. FC is
looking to make this protocol Australia wide. Will
be a good guideline for other states beginning
endurance driving.
Next General Meeting and AGM to be on
June23, 2013 at GULGONG hosted by the
Gulgong Club

Ross and Ailsa Adams on the Hills Club
Maraylya Drive

Carol Fitzpatrick and Spooky on the Camden
Club Drive at Camden Park

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR SALE
Complete Driving Package no longer required
1. Approx 15hh chestnut Standardbred gelding, three white socks. Born Christmas Day
2002. Cashy has done Novice Level CDE. Big flashy movement, could be a real head
turner with the right education. Good to drive, placid temperament, no vices. Very
good to shoe, drench, worm. Terrific pleasure driving horse, great potential for
endurance driving, good heart rate. Cruising speed in the mid 20s km/h.
Selling as we are leaving the sport.
2. Near new full size Zilco harness
3. Spindle back sulky in very good condition
$3500 for the package
Sulky – used mainly for endurance driving, good solid vehicle, seat winder, steel wheels, has
been used with a 14.2hh horse
$1200
Full size Zilco harness – good condition

$600

CONTACT Marty Boyce 0438 285 281 Martinboyce64@gmail.com
Or
Kylie Boyce 0400 313 803
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
SERVICE
Carriage Driving Coach & Harness
Horse Educator

NAME
Max Pearce (Goulburn)

Carriage Driving –structured
driving courses, carriage sales &
professional horse starting. EA Level 2
Driving Coach, EA Coach Educator
Carriage Driving Coach EA Level 1

Gary Rollans (Coffs Harbour)

Carriage Supplies
Farrier
Harness Makers and Repairers
Harness & Saddlery Maker

Mahbrook Carriages
Ryan’s Farrier Service
Walters & Smith
Lindsay Miller

Horse & Small Animal Chiropractor
Horse Dentist
Horse Dentist
Horse Dentists

James Picton
Don Davies
Bill Galway
Alan Griffiss &
Stephen Carn
John Tarbutt
unavailable May – July
Conundrum Horse Handling

Horse Dentist
Horse Handling/ Reschooling/
Breaking In
Horse Breaking, Training, ReEducation, Zilco Harness, Whips,
Gloves, Shackles and more
Lining on vehicles, sign writing
Millinary – Show & Presentation
Mobile Repairs – horse floats,
caravans, trailers, including
maintenance and electronics.
Overnight Accommodation for you &
your horse – self contained
accommodation, stables & yards
Rug Repairs
Saddle Pads, Breastplate and
Breeching covers
Sashes and Show Ribbons
Special Occasion & Wedding
Carriages for Hire
Sulkies for Miniatures, Precision
Measuring Sticks, Zilco Harness

Mary Grant (Central Coast)

CONTACT
02 4829 0178
pearce@wirefree.net.au
www.beauwoodstud.com.au
02 6653 8994
rollans@inbox.com
www.horsecarriagedriving.com
0418 326 744
damarstud@gmail.com
www.damarvalleycarriages.com
02 6236 9210
0416 181 917
02 4787 5577
02 6384 6413
www.lindsaymiller.com.au
0409 614 059
02 4576 7676
041924901
02 9627 1478
0409 664 066
0418 439 297
02 6942 7889

Sheryl, Trevor & Kim
Leibowitz
‘Shibumi Equestrian Centre’
Samantha Moseley (Bilpin)
Mahbrook Originals
Towfix
Peter Chamberlain

O2 4883 7136
0410 523 376
0410 536 755
0438 539 500
02 6236 9210
0423 607 949
(Sydney area)

Beauwood Stud (Goulburn)

02 4829 0178
pearce@wirefree.net.au
www.beauwoodstud.com.au
02 4573 6391
0414 736 052
02 9679 1349

Sandra McLean
Pauline Thompson
Weetah Screen Printing
Dan & Marina Lee Warner
Cleggs Carriages
Richard & Belinda Clegg
(Nemingha)
Eddie & Rhonda Dobbin
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02 6543 6238
02 6760 9406
0457 344 067
02 9606 4212

